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Vor. LXXXV. 

HE fire insurance companies operating in Kansas are still 
T to be kept on the tenter hooks, for although a court 
decision recently rendered was to the effect that there is noth- 
ing illegal in their purchase of rates from the Eldridge 
Bureau, the Attorney-General and the Superintendent of In- 
surance are preparing to appeal from that decision. Fire 
underwriting in Kansas cannot be properly described as being 
a bed of roses, and the wonder grows that in the face of 63 
per cent and 64 per cent loss ratios in the last two years, 
added to the continuous persecutien to which they are sub- 
jected, so many companies retain their Kansas licenses. 





LOYDS OF LONDON is writing in this city, and we 
L presume elsewhere, fidelity bonds covering banks, trust 
companies and other financial institutions. It is customary 
for such concerns to insure the fidelity of their employees in 
specific amounts, according to the degree of responsibility im- 
posed upon each, but the Lloyds policy covers in a lump sum 
every sort of a loss that may come to such institution. The 
fidelity of the employees, from the president down to the 
scrub women, of the messengers, the errors of paying tellers, 
payment of bad checks, losses by burglars and other thieves— 
in fact, every sort of loss that financial institutions are liable 
to is covered by a blanket policy up to a specified sum. A 
single premium is collected, and when a loss occurs the Lloyds 
at once assumes responsibility. Some of the largest banks in 
New York have taken such policies, and Lloyds agents are 
very active in soliciting this class of business. This is, of 
course, to the detriment of the regularly organized and trust- 
worthy surety companies that comply with the State laws and 
regulations, for a corporation that takes out a Lloyds blanket 
policy at once cancels the fidelity policies it had previously 
been carrying for its individual employees. The Lloyds of 


London was originally founded for-the-insurance-of marine— 


risks especially, but it has lately branched out in nearly every 
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branch of insurance, fire, life, accident, liability, fidelity, etc., 
besides assuming risks of a purely gambling nature. The 
Lloyds agents enter into aggressive competition with the 
legitimate insurance companies, and by cutting rates succeed 
in capturing much business. As Lloyds is not an organized 
corporation, it evades the requirements of our State laws, and 
consequently can carry on its business at less expense and sell 
its form of insurance at a lower price than the regular com- 
panies can afford to sell their policies that are amply protected 
by legal requirements. The attention of Superintendent 
Hotchkiss is called to the Lloyds fidelity policies referred to. 
It is possible that a careful investigation of the subject will 
bring the agents who are offering them within the purview of 
his office. 





LAPSES, DEATH LOSSES AND MEMBERSHIP IN ASSESS- 
MENT SOCIETIES. 
HOUSANDS upon thousands of persons up to within the 
last few years were influenced by the slogan “Keep your 
reserve in your own pocket,” and became members of organi- 
zations claiming to be life insurance concerns, which operated 
on the basis of levying assessments upon members when 
necessary to meet death claims. Hundreds of such organiza- 
tions sprang into being and acquired seeming success until the 
increasing age of the members caused heavy increases in the 
mortality rate, making larger and more frequent assessments 
imperatively necessary. At that point when the very life of 
the organizations depended on retaining all old members and 
adding new and young ones, it was found that the young and 
healthy members dropped out, leaving matters in a very criti- 
cal state, and the end of the institution followed in speedy 
sequence. As a result of this process, business associations 
are now very few in number, but the fallacious principle still 
survives in the countless fraternal orders throughout the 
country. These orders attempt, by stimulating sentiments 
of brotherhood between members, to overcome the almost ab- 
solute lack of scientific basis upon which they are run. They 
make their insurance departments features and urge their 
claims with the catchpenny phrase “Insurance at cost.” The 
obvious result of such methods is that a number of them are 
in more or less serious trouble, including some of the largest, 
and the only outcome possible is disaster and disappointment 
to thousands who now believe they are adequately protected. 
Several recent decisions in the higher courts of record, ques- 
tioning the rights of such organizations to raise assessments 
or to drop members refusing to pay such increased assess- 
ment, only aid in hastening the downfall of these edifices built 
upon sand. Sound methods must be adopted and some In- 
surance Commissioners are now giving serious attention to 
this problem, in which they are being aided by some of the 
wiser heads among the fraternal officials. 

Assessment associations and fraternal orders over ten years 
old have about 4,000,000 certificates on their books, involving 
the protection of many more millions of dependents. The 
extensive tabulation presented herewith shows clearly that 
these organizations have to contend with a constantly in- 
creasing death rate, which forces a larger and larger propor- 
tion of lapses: ~The table is arranged in four groups, accord- 
ing to the age of the societies listed, the first including those 
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a Poricy Account. 
oy Ratio oF DEATH 
d FI ¢ MEMBERSHIP. DEATHS OCCURRING. | LossEs PER 1000. 
NAME AND LOCATION OF COMPANY. | £.8 1899. 1904. 1909. 
5a 
Written.| Lapsed. | Written.| Lapsed. Written. | Lapsed.| 1899. 1904. 1909. 1899. | 1904. | 1909. | 1899. | 1904. | 1909. 
Telegraphers Mut. Benefit Ass’n, N.Y.City|1867 382 192 351 180 300 132} 4,836] 5,348] 5,406 54 69 Q7|11.16|12.91/17.09 
N. Y. Physicians Mut. Aid, N. Y. City.... 1868 112 67 65 30 127 9| 1,479) 1,714] 1,957 29 22 28/19 .60}12.84)/14.30 
Expressmens Mut. Benefit Ass’n, N.Y.City|1869 496 728 361 258 286 296, 4,826) 2,533] 3,563 98 44 48)|20.29/17.37|16.78 
Free Sons of Israel, New York....... +++ {1849 377 286 434 221 257 439| 11,372] 10,875] 10,125 220 218 285/19. 35|20.04|28.14 
Insurance Clerks Mut. Ben., N. Y. City. .|1872 23 23 343 13 70 25 603 996] 1,002 12 15 16/19 .g0|15.06|15 .96 
Masonic Life Ass’n, Buffalo, N. Y....... 1872} 2,303] 1,377] 15,115 705| 1,779) 972| 11,278] 8,132] 11,663 142 136 171|12.59|16.73|14.64 
Knights of Honor, St. Louis, Mo........ 1873} 4,389] 17,662| 3,481} 4,233) 2,667) 4,487) 66,863) 49,175} 20,460] 2,120] 1,679 862)31.71/34.15|42.13 
A. 6. United Workmen, Buffalo, N. Y...|1874| 2,731 925 so4i $5001 ... 6% le eer 27,966] 21,198] 2,853) 496] 644] * 142/17.73/30.39|49.77 
Totals and averages (8 companies)....|..-.| 10,813] 21,260} 6,674] 9,169] 5,486) 6,360) 129,223] 99,971] 57,029] 3,171| 2,827) 1,639]24.53|28.27/28.73 
Golden Cross U. O. of Knoxville, Tenn. .|1876) 4,401} 4,100) 2,271] 3,102) 2,722) 2,315! 32,180) 18,590] 18,314] 376) 288)  3o9)11.68)/15.49|16.87 
Mutual Benefit Ass’n, Riverhead, N. Y..|1876 3 28 7 183| 17| 1,562] 1,539] 1,605 25 19 28)16.02/12.35]17.44 
Catholic Knights of America, St. Louis, Mo.|1880| 1,272] 1,070 352] 4,490] 1,165) 750| 22,647| 18,659] 18,922 420 489 389|18.54/26.20]20.55 
Assurance League of America (formerly 
Jewelers League), New York.......--- 1877 36 39 66 “| ee ee J seeeee 2,109} 1,928} 1,479 27 43 52)12.80|}22.30/35.16 
Knights and Ladies of Honor, Indianapolis|1877| 3,686] 15,162) 16,191| 9,605 10,459 14,720} 51,799] 76,109] 82,920] 1,026] 1,228) 1,398|19.81|16.13/16.85 
Knights of Pythias, Indianapolis......... 1877} 11,034] 4,663] 12,248] 6,787] 14,309) 17,027! 60,522] 68,203] 74,006 620 819] 1,033]/10.25|/12.01/13.95 
Royal Arcanum, Boston............--++: 1877| 12,913} 6,135] 35,980] 10,811) 17,731/ 11,794/ 193,868) 305,083] 242,928) 2,094] 3,175] 3,260|10.80/10.41/13.41 
Stafford Benefit Ass’n, Stafford, N. Y....|1877 21 7 53 ne foieaacre 677 684 759 5 Dah. «000d yt: ae): ae 
Gold and Stock Life Ass’n, N. Y. City. . ./1878 80 27 76 53 so, 32; I,01r} 1,156] 1,140 8 ry 17| 7.92/14.71|14.91 
Improved Order Heptasophs, Baltimore. .|1878} 12,439] 2,907) 9,911] 4,642 5,527 6,790| 52,830] 62,299] 73,734 409 701 883) 7.75|11.25|11.97 
K. T. and Masonic Mut. Aid, Cincinnati. }1878 859 370 264 368 214! 411} 6,004] 8,506) 6,656 go 166 150 14.98 19.52 oe 
Scottish Clans, Order of, Boston........ 1878 640 163} 1,336 616} 1,646 586; 5,328} 8,722} 11,916 50 86 97) 9.38) 9.86} 8.14 
Iowa Legion of Honor, Cedar Rapids... .|1879| 1,085 724 gor 719 317 539| 5,990! 4,321] 2,709 68 95 78)11.35|21.98|28.79 
Bankers Life Ass’n, Des Moines, la...... 1879} 10,881| 3,228) 16,540) 4,387] 32,461, 9,945) 64,683] 111,218] 204,995 404 764) 1,358] 6.24] 6.87) 6.62 
Catholic M. B. Ass’n, Hornell, N. Y..... 1879| 4,700] 1,387} 2,333) 5,441 2,746 1,468} 49,630] 57,615) 59,941 515 822 898) 10. 38)14. 28]}14.98 
Pilgrim Fathers U. O. of Lawrence, Mass.|1879| 2,370] 2,426 S541 9,434) conse owe 23,831| 19,698) 18,282 277 292 362/11 .62/14.88]}19.80 
Totals and averages (16 companies)...|....] 59,453] 42,415] 99,104) 53,658] 89,530 66,394/574, 671] 764,330| 829,306) 7,168] 9,011| 10,324/12.47|11.79|12.58 
Catholic Benev. Legion, Brooklyn, N. Y..|1881] 2,769} 3,536 396) 13,413 419 748! 45,952| 22,246] 16,726 711 672 424|15.47|30.21|25.34 
Foresters, Independent Order, Toronto. .|1881| 26,087} 7,134] 28,730} 20,674] 18,516 23,144| 161,459] 225,876) 233,030 930| 1,672] 2,053 ee ere 3 81 
National Union, Toledo, ts ngs Se ene Se 1881} 9,633] 3,121] 5,464) 6,821) 9,553 5,873] 53,040] 65,372) 63,650 474 792 796| 8.94|12.12|12.50 
Knights of Columbus, New Haven, Conn./1882| 5,242 740} 7,540] 1,650! 8,356 2,379) 26,336) 43,314] 74,509 171 278 477| 6.49] 6.42] 6.40 
Knights of the Maccabees, Port Huron. ..|1885} 54,293} 18,325] 50,369) 67,032] 26,451! 27,037| 197,132] 322,376) 269,014] 1,088] 2,265] 2,417] 5.52| 7.02| 8.98 
Knights of St. John and Malta, N. Y. City|1883 498 257 159 170 oS eee aye 3,951| 2,663; 2,180 34 32 30| 8.61/12.02]13.7 
Modern Woodmen, Rock Island, Ill..... 1883] 125,633] 21,868) 61,074) 56,539] 143,253 51,916) 428,361] 660,952/1045869| 1,892] 3,734] 5,767] 4.42] 5.65] 5.51 
National Provident Union, N. Y. City...|1883 264 239| 1,029 ns CSA) ee teae 3,272] 4,076]. .....- 56 SS ary: 17.13|14.72]....- 
Provident Ass’n of Newtown, L. I., Maspeth 1883 12 2 2 ST ee ne 464 QQ4l oF 006 12 RS toe 25.86/18.87]..... 
Royal League, Chicago, Ill............. 1883} 3,280] 1,279} 3,431} 1,668} 2,698 2,255) 18,239] 25,244] 29,571 98 187 241| 5.37| 7.41| 8.14 
Sons of Benjamin, I. O., New York...... 1883 962 784 517| 1,601] 1,839 6,381] 14,084] 20,564) 14,951 161 18 8a}rr. -46]25. 
Templars re) Liberty, N. Y. RSE sie acolo 1883 53 620 2 DON oc areicc hacen eee 2,009 814) .. “| 46 378 os Bet ; rip oe pitens 
Catholic Knights of Illinois............. 1884} 1,272] 1,069 352] 4,390 295 60; 22,647] 18,659] 9,442! 421 489 135|18.54|26. 20/14. 29 
Totals and averages (13 companies)...|....| 229,998) 58,974/ 159,065/ 175,062) 211,506 119,798] 976,946|1412580) 764,989] 6,094] 10,535| 12,587] 6.23| 7.45|16.45 
| 
Fraternal Mystic Circle, Philadelphia, Pa./1885} 3,225] 2,503) 5,034] 3,174] 2,428 4,064] 12,309] 13,812] 22,008 100 132 02) 8.1 .86112.72 
Empire State Deg. of Honor, Stockton,N.Y./1886 998 321 766) 1,545] 1,196 661} 6,638 8,138 8,569 39 38 ie 5 8) a “Bo sn - “4 
Protected Home Circle, Sharon, Pa...... 1886] 7,508] 2,342] 9,669} 8,127] 14,238} 8,787] 30,068] 55,736] 71,789 183 457 602| 6.08] 8.20! 8.38 
New England Order of Protection, Boston|1887| 3,125 831} 5,469] 1,264) 9,325} 2,484] 26,831] 38,416] 61,085 217 345 529] 8.10] 8.98] 8.66 
Loyal Ass’n, Jersey City................ 1889 279 209 676 241 312 259| 5,429] 7,239] 6,790 51 7o| 101] 9.39} 9.67|14.87 
American Temperance Life, N. Y. City. . |1889 633 420] 3,880 465 249 687} 4,316] 9,135| 7,089 48) 10 155|r1.11|11.49|21.86 
Ladies Catholic Benev. Ass’n, Erie, Pa...|1890} 9,311 382} 5,316) 2,945) 16,298] 5,065 49,188 89,750 109,479 318 oe 89 6.47 a 8.18 
Ladies of the Maccabees, Port Huron, Mich.}1890} 28,532] 2,917] 24,898/ 12,917| 11,803] 7,614| 56,267|123,414|129,145| 321; 818] 966] 5.70] 6.63| 7.47 
Woodmen of the World (S. C.), Omaha. .|1891| 42,905] 17,080] 60,073} 28,206] 106,559] 22,266] 113,473] 237,252| 500,369 833) 1,791] 3,463] 7.34] 7.55| 6.92 
Order of the Amaranth, Detroit, Mich. ..|1891 415 138 453 268 222 241 723| 1,813] 2,308 3 17 19] 4.14] 9.37| 8.23 
Cath. Relief and Beneficiary Ass’n, Auburn}1893} 693), = 452] 1,158} 475} 1,380} 904) 5,181] 8,228] 11,893}  42| 68) 132| 8.10] 8.26/r1.01 
Foresters, United Order, Milwaukee... .. 1893} 1,632 332| 2,355} 1,547] 2,552} 1,862) 3,626] 9,567| 13,747 15 70 os 4.14| 7.32] 7.63 
Ben Hur, Sup. Tribe, Crawfordsville, Ind./1894] 10,747} 2,602] 16,195/ 9,107] 18,563! 12,347| 26,048] 79,564| 106,216 118} 596) = 814] 4.53] 7.49) 7.66 
Gleaners, Ancient Order of, Caro, Mich..|1894] 6,334 545} 8,475] 2,032} 6,053} 2,693) 14,354] 40,041| 58,619 34 183} 282] 2.51) 4.57] 4.81 
Columbian Knights, Order of, Chicago, Ill./1895} 6,385} 1,547] 2,163] 1,635} 1,780} 1,447| 11,311| 11,296] 11,701 92 18| 5.83) 8.14] 1.53 
Court of Honor, Springfield, Ill.......... 1895} 14,935] 4,846) 9,487) 7,686) 8,660} 8,134] 41,774] 68,365] 63,670] 189) 4 °. sal 7.ar| 7. 
North American Union, Chicago, Ill..... 1895} 2,576 670} 3,798} 1,707| 2,084) 1,538 5,9 5} 12,484) 15,018 17 oo i re * > ‘> 
Royal Neighbors of America, Peoria, Ill. .|1895| 20,426] 2,564] 12,860} 2,882] 30,225] 3,860/ 38,232| 84,538/179,906, 141 466) 883] 3.68| 5.51/ 4.90 
Woodmen Circle, Omaha, Neb.......... 1895| 4,067 517| 9,927 483] 25,325] 8,207) 8,757] 24,939] 75,806 53} 207) 459) 6.05) 8.30) 6.05 
Mystic Workers of the World, Fulton, Ill.}1896} 5,734] 1,021/ 9,201| 4,190] 10,287| 3,012} 9,947) 32,222] 57,692 26; 188) 291] 2.61) 5.83] 5.04 
International Congress, Detroit, Mich... .|1896} 1,005 311 308 364 2 gI ,40 1,966 I 10 
Fraternal Union of America, Denver, Col.|1896} ......| ...... 5,041} 3,685) 4,698) 3,767) . " : de oe i: Sa ee 183 Pa Sih: a ye 
Totals and averages (22 companies)...|....| 171,465] 42,550) 197,202! 95,445| 274,239 99,990 473,842/ 982,102/1542874} 2,826) 7,138) 11,010) 5.96) 7.26] 7.27 
Grand total and averages (59 companies)|....| 471,729] 165,199| 462,045) 333,334| 580,761 292,542/2154682 3258983) 3185198) 19,259 29,511/ 35,560] 8.93| 9.03)11.11 
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over thirty-five years old. In this group the death rate is 
very high, a decided increase being apparent for each quin- 
quennium; the lapses last year exceeded the new certificates 
written, while the membership shows a marked decrease (over 
forty per cent in the last five years). In the second group 
are the societies between thirty and thirty-five years old, 
among which is the largest business association of the coun- 
try. Although the membership in this group amounts to 
over 800,000, the death rate shows a marked increase for the 
past quinquennium and the lapse ratio is in excess of previous 
years. 

The third group especially well illustrates the points 
brought out in the first part of this article, for the ages (be- 
tween twenty-five and thirty years) of the organization rep- 
resent during their last ten years the transition stage in the 
existence of a fraternal or assessment association. For in- 
stance, 1899 shows a mortality of but 6.23 per 1000, 1904 an 
increase to 7.45, but for 1909 the rate is 16.45 per 1000. 
Here we have in the beginning low mortality, low lapses and 
apparent success. As time goes on, increased mortality, in- 
creased lapse, increased assessments are doing their work, as 
shown in the decreasing membership, which spells ruin. 

Group four, consisting of organizations under twenty-five 
years old, shows them in the heyday of their career ; but even 
that is of little encouragement, for the lapse and mortality 
rates are very high and are on the constant increase. 

As a whole, the tabulation shows an increase in the deatli 
rate from 8.93 to 11.11 in the last decade, while the lapse rate 
on new issues jumped from 35.00 in 1899 to 72.14 in 1904 and 
50.37 in 1909. During the five years ending in 1904 the mem- 
bership increased 1,104,301, while from 1904 to 1909 there has 
been a decrease of 73,785. 
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IN AND ABOUT NEW YORK. 


Joseph A. Goulden, formerly New York general agent of the Penn 
Mutual, although renominated for a fifth term in Congress, will re- 
turn to his old post in the insurance field. He has been in Washing- 
ton for eight years. 


Of those who applied during the first eight months for the Provident 
Savings health bureau examination, sixty-two per cent were found in 
good health and thirty-eight per cent were found with various forms 
of impairment; some of them not immediately dangerous, but all of 
them important, because they would have led to serious consequences 
if not discovered and checked in time. The large proportion of re- 
ported impairments was to an extent due to the fact that many of those 
who applied realized that they were ailing and wanted to know the 
truth. But the important fact disclosed by these examinations, and 
the one that fully justifies this plan of assisting in the conservation of 
the health of policyholders, was that forty per cent of those found 
impaired were unaware of any trouble. The knowledge gained by 
these medical examinations has enabled many of these people to avoid 
needless suffering and premature death. 





CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


Chicago casualty men have been deeply interested in the develop- 
ments in the Rawn case, in which Ira G. Rawn, president of the Monon 
Railroad, carrying a large amount of accident insurance, was myster- 
iously shot. If he was killed by a burglar, as the family insists, the 
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companies were liable, but if he committed suicide, as the great ma- 
jority outside believe, because of impending revelations of his con- 
nection with the Illinois Central frauds, the companies were not liable. 
There was no suggestion that Mr. Rawn had taken out any insurance 
with the intention of committing suicide. He did not have a large 
amount of life insurance, had refused a number of solicitations re- 
cently, and much of his insurance was on the single-premium plan. 
His accident insurance, which, with accumulations, amounted to over 
$125,000, had been taken out a long time ago in many cases and re- 
newed from year to year, and only last year he lapsed a policy for 
$100,000 in the Fidelity and Casualty on the claim that he did not need 
so much protection since he was not traveling so much as formerly. 


It is probable that the Southern casualty companies will meet at 
Mobile, Ala., September 27, during the meeting of the National Con- 
vention of Insurance Commissioners, to consider the organization of a 
Southern association. 


The Illinois Insurance Department is now acting under the new law 
which went into effect July 1, permitting it to take charge of assess- 
ment companies which are insolvent or are more than -three months 
behind in the payment of death claims. The bill to dissolve the 
Ancient Order of Shepherds is the first action taken under this law. 


R. W. Kempshall, general agent for the A£tna Life at Peoria, has 
started with his wife for a tour of the world which will occupy a 
year. 

J. P. Farris, who, with his wife, was killed in an automobile accident 
at Niantic, Ill., was a leading insurance man there. 


The Modern Woodmen of America have contributed $180,253 to 
their tuberculosis sanatorium at Colorado Springs. The board of 
directors contributed $35,000 for extensions at its last meeting, and a 
large number of tent cottages have been contributed by individual 
members and camps at a cost of $250 each. The organization has 
skipped the August assessment, it being found that the funds on 
hand amount to $3,308,170, with present liabilities of $1,389,476. 


At the annual meeting of the policyholders of the Franklin Life 
yesterday at Springfield an amalgamation was effected of the Franklin 
Life and the La Salle Life of Chicago. The Franklin is a mutual 
company, and it is understood that it has for sometime desired to get 
on the stock basis. The consolidated company will be known as the 
Franklin Life, and stock of the new company in the amount of $100,- 
oco will be issued at once and exchanged for the present stock of the 
La Salle Life, which will then be retired. The authorized capital of 
the Franklin is $500,000. The consolidated company takes over all the 
assets and liabilities of both companies. All rights and interests of 
the existing policyholders of the consolidated company in the net sur- 
plus funds of the company and the surplus funds hereafter accruing 
on account of the various policies are to be preserved inviolate by the 
consolidated company. The first board of directors is made up of a 
combination of the present boards of the Franklin and the La Salle, 
to hold until the first annual meeting of the stockholders in 1911. It is 
now understood that the La Salle Life was organized with the ulti- 
mote intention of effecting this consolidation and thus getting the 
Franklin on the stock basis. At the time of its formation no stock 
was offered for sale in the manner common to recent insurance promo- 
tions, and the mystery in this involved is now explained. 


The Franklin Life was organized in 1884, and on January 1 of this 
year had assets of $5,128,258, and insurance in force of $32,068,660. It 
began as an assessment association, but was reorganized in 1898 on the 
legal-reserve plan. Its income last year was $1,454,964, with a reserve 
of $4,086,157 and a surplus of $831,902. The La Salle Life was or- 
ganized by George B, Abbott, formerly a Chicago fire insurance man, 
and W. T. Church, a Chicago attorney, they being president and sec- 
retary respectively. In the past few months it has reinsured the Bank- 
ers National of Chicago and the Corn Belt Life of Danville, in addi- 
tion to writing considerable direct business. 


John D. Cleveland, a Chicago agent for the New England Mutual 
Life, of which his brother, C. B. Cleveland, is Illinois manager, is at 
the head of the triennial conclave of Knights Templar, which will be 
the great event for August in Chicago. Mr. Cleveland is eminent 
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commander of the Illinois Grand Commandery of the Knights Tem- 
plar, and as head of the entertaining organization is chairman of the 
executive committee. 


Three Chicago accident men had narrow escapes from death while 
on their way to attend the Coroner’s inquest on the Rawn case at 
Winnetka, in which they were interested. D. M. Campbell, attorney 
for the London Guarantee; N. R. McLean, superintendent for the 
Pacific Mutual Life, and Edward St. Clair, attorney for the North 
American Accident, were in an automobile which was struck by a 
Chicago and Milwaukee electric car just as they entered Winnetka. 
All were thrown out and the automobile was wrecked, but none were 
seriously injured, although their escape from death was narow. 


Charles S. Schick, former secretary of the Federal Union Surety, 
has been appointed manager of the judicial department of the Illinois 
Surety. 

The Life Underwriters Club of Cincinnati has recalled its invitation 
to the National Association to hold its 1911 convention in Cincinnati. 
It is regarded as certain that Chicago will be selected. 


The Actuarial Society of America, which has usually held its ses- 
sions in the East, will meet this year at Cincinnati, October 27 and 28. 


Henry M. Marshall, an attorney from the home office of the United 
States Fidelity and Guaranty, has been made underwriter at the 
Chicago branch office, with authority to approve applications for bonds 
in the Middle West above the limits permitted the branch offices. 


H. H. Woodsmall, general agent for the Illinois Surety at Indianapo- 
lis, has been given the entire State except Lake county, which is 
handled from the home office in Chicago. 


The $100,000 Club of the Illinois Life will leave Chicago August 16 
for Boston, where the meeting will be held on Wednesday in the con- 
vention hall of the Hotel Lennox. Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
will be devoted to sight-seeing and entertainment in and about Boston. 
All business to count on club membership must be paid for by July 30. 


The American Credit Indemnity Company increased its net surplus 
$102,000 during the half ended June 30, although the market value of 
its securities decreased $38,000. Julius J. Schotten has been elected a 
vice-president of the company, and George D. Brownlee, as acting 
treasurer. 


William Schramm has resigned as agency director for the Missouri 
State Life, to take a general agency for thirteen counties in South- 
eastern Missouri, with headquarters at Popular Bluff, as Ravin, Jacob- 
meyer & Schramm. 


The St. Louis Life companies report business written during the 
first six months of 1910 as follows: Missouri State Life, $7,368,885 ; 
International Life, $5,258,000; St. Louis National, $508,000; German 
Mutual, $379,000. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. - 


Judge Morton of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts has dis- 
missed the information brought by the Attorney-General against the 
Order of Owls of South Bend, Ind., seeking to prevent its doing busi- 
ness in Massachusetts. 


Charles G. Smith, actuary of the Puritan Life of Providence, is the 
new State actuary of Massachusetts. He was under the tutelage of 
Henry Moir while actuary of the Provident Savings, acquiring his 
associate degree in the Actuarial Society of America. 


A surprise was sprung upon the insurance community last Friday 
when it was announced that Deputy Insurance Commissioner of Massa- 
chusetts had resigned, and that he had been selected by President 
Falvey of the Massachusetts Bonding and Insurance Company to be 
its comptroller and assistant treasurer. Mr. Fletcher begins his new 
duties at an early date. Before becoming identified with the Massa- 
chusetts Department, Mr. Fletcher was Deputy Commissioner for the 
State of Maine. He built up for himself a national name for efficiency, 
and his work in company examinations gained for him a reputation for 
exacting thoroughness. He is a clear thinker, possesses a forceful 
presence and is a master of insurance detail, and is, in effect, system 
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personified. With President Falvey now left entirely untrammeled to 
attend to developing the underwriting end of the institution, the Massa- 
chusetts Bonding will unquestionably continue to prosper as never 
before. 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


In a circular letter dated July 28, 1910, the Philadelphia department 
of the Fidelity and Casualty Company gives notice that the company 
is thereafter prepared to pay a brokerage commission of thirty per 
cent on all new and renewal business of the personal accident and 
health lines. 


C. H. Boyer, United States resident manager here of the General 
Accident Fire and Life Assurance Corporation, was on Friday elected 
president of the Detroit Conference of Industrial, Health and Acci- 
dent Underwriters, at its session at Mackinac Island, Mich. He has 
been chairman of the executive committee for two years, and succeeds 
Louis H. Fibel of New York city, who has been president of the 
association for three years. 


The American Bonding of Baltimore has advanced William J. 
Unverzagt from the position of superintendent to that of vice- 
president. 


The proposed increase of $100,000 in the capital of the New Jersey 
Plate Glass to make that item $300,000, also carries with it a change in 
name to the New Jersey Fidelity and Plate Glass, because the com- 
pany is writing accident as well as fidelity and surety business. 


Frank Read of Frank Read & Son, general agents of the National 
Life of Vermont, died suddenly on Thursday last and was buried on 
Monday from his home in Rosemont, Pa. Mr. Read came to this 
country from England when he was twenty-two years old, and after 
working a couple of years with the Schuylkilb Navigation Company 
entered the insurance business, and has been continuously in it for the 
past forty years. For nine years of this period he was local manager 
of the Equitable Life. 


H. R. Railguel, Jr., manager of the Philadelphia branch of the 
Prudential Life, is the sole legatee under the will of Miss Laura J. 
O’Brien, a former Philadelphian, who is supposed to have committed 
suicide in her home at Reading, Pa., recently. Although she had 
several relatives, Raiguel is said to have been the only person who 
regularly visited and corresponded with Miss O’Brien, who was 
seventy-one years of age when she died. The estate is said to be worth 
$100,000. 





THE WEST. 


Ohio Observations. 
[FRomM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 


Suit has been filed in common pleas court at Columbus against J. A. 
Morrisett by the Columbus Mutual Life Insurance Company, of whose 
health and accident department he was formerly manager. The com- 
pany claims that money was lost by his failing to live up to his contract, 
and it seeks an accounting. 

Columbus agents state that there has been a big demand of late for 
partnership and corporation insurance. The Equitable, Mutual Benefit, 
Northwestern Mutual, and some other companies are making a special 
drive for this class of business, it is stated. 

William E. Githens, for ten years with the Prudential at Martins 
Ferry, Ohio, has been made manager of the ordinary department at 
Toledo, with offices in the Nicholas building. E. L. Briggs, who has 
been the manager at that point, preferred to take the position of city 
manager instead of the field work. Mr. Githens is a member of the 
po a League, and led the field work in the ordinary department in 

Cleveland, July 30. 








CUYAHOGA. 


Cincinnati and Vicinity. 
[FRomM OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 
The invitation to the National Association to meet in 1911 at Cincin- 


nati has been withdrawn by the Cincinnati Life Underwriters Club 
owing to the fact that the strain on the local organization would be too 


.great at this time. 


Charges have been filed against the Newport (Ky.) Burial Association 
that the association is doing business illegaily. Insurance Commissioner 
C. W. Bell has the case under advisement. 

The Merchants Life of Burlington (Iowa) has been licensed to operate 
in Kentucky. 

Cincinnati, July 30. BUCKEYE. 
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—The Fraternal Tribunes of Springfield, Ill., has been dissolved by Judge 
Creighton, sitting in the circuit court there. 


—Commissioner Potter of Illinois has asked that a receiver be appointed for 
the Ancient Order of Shepherds, a fraternal. 


—According to Thos. J. Dempsey, secretary, there seems to be much dissatis- 
faction among the members of the Western Commercial Travelers Association 
because of recently raised assessments. Many letters of protest have been filed 
with the officers. 


—Olmstead Bros. & Co., Ohio State agents of the National Life, held a 
meeting of their agents at Cleveland last week. About forty-five agents were 
present, as well as President De Boer, who was one of the speakers. A banquet 
followed the meeting. 


—The Indiana National Life reports $1,000,000 applied for business up to 
July 25, this year, an increase of about one hundred per cent over that of the 
same period in 1909. R. B. Troy, superintendent of agents, is adding new mem- 
bers to the force every week. 


—The rumor recently current that the Citizens National of Louisville was 
about to consolidate with the St. Louis National, and which was founded on 
the fact that G. G. Sutherland, who has been selling stock in the former, lately 
bought a block of 1100 shares in the latter, has been denied by the officers of 
the St. Louis National. The transaction was characterized as a purely personal 
one. 


—The officers of the German American Life of Denver are H. M. Holleman, 
president; R. A. Handy, vice-president; Everett Bell, secretary. The directors 
are the officers and C. M. Hampson, D. A. Cowfield, J. H. East, H. J. Egan, 
S. N. Mitchell, C. E. Youker. The capital of $250,000 is now being subscribed. 
The company intends writing life, accident, health and pension lines in the 
near future. 


—R. Gunter, district agent for the National Life Association for Southern 
Missouri, has recently been transferred to Eastern Nebraska. The association 
has met the requirements of the Insurance Department of South Dakota and is 
arranging to make an active campaign for business in the new field. Geo. F. 
Jacobs, formerly State agent for the Bankers Life Association, has recently taken 
territory with the National, the field embracing Western Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. 


—yudge Windes of Chicago has held that the contract under which J. E. 
Griffen, organizer of the Federal Life of Chicago, and his assigns were to re- 
ceive $2 royalty on every $1000 of insurance issued for 100 years from organi- 
zation, to be void. He directed payment of royalties up to March, 1907, when 
the suit was filed. The total amount of royalties to that time is $93,740. No 
judgment was entered. The company will appeal. 





THE SOUTH. 





Kentucky News. 
[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 


Bonding companies which accepted the business of construction com- 
panies handling the work of constructing a $4,000,000 sewerage system 
in Louisville have, in several instances, been called upon to complete 
the work, as the contractors have failed to comply with conditions. 

The Republic Indemnity Company of Louisville expects to plant in 
Ohio some time during August. Its application to do business there 
has not yet been passed upon. 

“Twisters” who have attempted to do business in Kentucky have 
been driven out by the vigorous action of the Insurance Commissioner, 
Cc. W. Bell, who issued a warning to the public. Following out the 
idea, the Louisville Life Underwriters Association will take up, at its 
first fall meeting, the question of discouraging the pratice among some 
agents of attempting to ‘‘twist’’ policies from another company to 
their own. 

George T. Clark and H. L. Trimble of Russellville have been ap- 
pointed general agents for the Missouri State Life of St. Louis for the 
greater part of Kentucky. BLUE GRASS. 

Louisville, July 30. 





—The Cosmopolitan Life Insurance of Atlanta, Ga., received its charter from 
Secretary of State Cook on Saturday, July 23. The charter authorizes the com- 
pany to write both life and casualty insurance on the old-line basis. The in- 
corporators are T. B. Lumpkin, Ed M. Hafer, Joseph Hirsch, Clifford L. Ander- 
son, J. Pope Brown and the Cosmopolitan Agency, all of Atlanta, and J. S. 
Hollinshead of Newnan. 








—The Travelers Insurance Company of Hartford, Conn., has filed suit at 
Louisville, Ky., against the Travelers Insurance Machine Company, seeking an 
injunction restraining the latter from using the name “Travelers Insurance Ma- 
chine Company” or any other name which includes “Travelers” in connection 
with insurance or accident insurance. Petitioner claims that similarity of names 
“is causing confusion to its detriment. 
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Canadian, Life} Underwriters Association. 


The annual convention of the Life Underwriters Association of Canada 
will be held in Toronto on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, September 
5, 6 and 7, when the following programme will be presented: 

Monday, September 5, 9 A. M.—Meeting of executive committee. 

2 P. M.—Opening of convention. Invocation. Addresses of welcome: 
His Worship the Mayor of Toronto; J. A. Tory, president Life Under- 
writers Association of Toronto. Roll call of delegates. Secretary’s re- 
port, J. A. Tory. Treasurer’s report, F. T. Stanford. Report of legisla- 
tion committee, ex-President John R. Reid, chairman. Report of trans- 
portation committee, Vice-President T. B. Parkinson, chairman. Report 
of finance committee, Hon. President T. G. McConkey, chairman. Ap- 
pointment of committees. General discussion, five-minute topic: “Is 
it detrimental to the best interests of the business to allow a new agent 
to enter the field without assistance from an experienced man?” 

Tuesday, September 6, 10 A. M.—Report of executive committee. Dis- 
cussion. President’s address, E. R. Machum. Award of silver cup— 
membership competition. Presented by John R. Reid, ex-president, to 
the lecal association showing the largest increase in paid membership. 
Award of medal—‘‘new business’? competition. Presented by John A. 
Tory, president of the Toronto association, to the individual member of 
any local association securing the largest number of new paid members 
up to the date of the convention. General discussion—five-minute topic: 
“The Bounds of Competition.”’ 

Tuesday, September 6, 2 P. M.—Award of silver cups offered by T. G. 
McConkey and H. C. Cox for the best essays on the subject “Building 
for the Future.’”’ Address, John W. Whittington, president National 
Association of Life Underwriters. Award of silver cup offered by 
Robert Junkin for best essay on ‘“‘How Co-operation Benefits the Life 
Insurance Business.’”’ 

Tuesday, September 6, 7 P. M.—Banquet. 

Wednesday, September 7, 10 A. M.—Award of medal offered by Presi- 
dent E. R. Machum for the best essay on “The Relation of Life Insurance 
to Society and State.’’ General discussion—five-minute topic: “How 
Can We Serve the Best Interests of Our Policyholders?”’ 

Wednesday, September 7, 2 P. M.—Addresses and general discussions. 
Award of silver cup—attendance at convention competition. J. O. 
McCarthy has donated a silver cup to the association showing the largest 
attendance at the convention. Report of nominating committee. Elec- 
tion of officers. Selection of next place of meeting. 





The Insurance Year Book for 1910-1911. 


The thirty-eighth annual issue of The Insurance Year Book has just 
been published by The Spectator Company. In its several annual issues 
this work has expanded with the growth of the insurance business, new 
features having been constantly added to its mass of information as the 
conditions demanded. Its present development is the result of a series 
of evolutions similar to those through which the insurance business 
itself has passed. Like most of the companies, it has grown in size and 
importance, and from a small volume of 100 pages or so, it has become a 
two-volume book, containing together about 2500 pages. One volume 
is devoted to life, casualty, surety and miscellaneous insurance, the 
other to fire and marine insurance. Both volumes are recognized as 
standard authorities in their several fields, and indispensable to every 
insurance man as works of reference. A condensed summary of the 
contents of each volume is herewith presented. 


THE LIFE, CASUALTY AND MISCELLANEOUS VOLUME. 


Over 1200 pages are devoted to the data relating to life, casualty and 
miscellaneous insurance, all of which is carefully compiled from au- 
thoritative sources. This volume is divided into two sections, the first 
dealing with life insurance, and the second with casualty, surety and 
miscellaneous insurance branches. The life section opens with the 
statutory requirements of the several States and Territories, giving a 
synopsis of the laws relating to the admission of life companies, as 
well as assessment organizations and fraternal orders. It deals in an 
exhaustive manner with the transactions of foreign companies, showing 
in comprehensive form details of the business of life companies through- 
out the world. Canadian insurance interests are handled in a special 
department covering the entire range of the business in the Dominion 
for a period of ten years. 

The tremendous business transacted by the life insurance companies 
of the United States is analyzed from every point of view in a most 
elaborate series of tables, permitting comparisons of transactions from 
year to year. Among these tables may be mentioned the aggregates for 
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each of the fifty years of the existence of the Insurance Department 
of the State of New York; payments to policyholders and accumula- 
tions for their benefit; the growth of industrial insurance; dividends 
paid to stockholders; also tables of percentage showing the rate of in- 
terest earned, expense rate and termination by surrender and lapse for 
a period of twenty years. These tabulations are of great interest and 
instructive to all engaged in the life insurance business. 

A valuable department of this volume of The Year Book is that given 
under the heading of Life Insurance History, and occupying upwards of 
130 pages. In that department are shown the figures of all existing 
level-premium companies of the United States, numbering over 200, 
year by year, since organization, and covering the principal items of 
their annual statements. Much of the data given relating to the earlier 
years of many of the older organizations is unobtainable through any 
other work, and the whole constitutes a complete history of the busi- 
ness during the past sixty-six years. The Life Insurance Compendium 
tomprises a section of about 120 pages, giving an analysis of the state- 
ments of the life insurance companies for the past two years in a most 
comprehensive manner. No State Department covers all the companies 
of the United States, and The Insurance Year Book is the only publica- 
tion that supplies full details of the official annual reports of every 
company, from the smallest to the largest. The department of Life 
Insurance by States covers the transactions of the individual companies 
in each State and Territory for the past year, and is a feature of great 
interest, showing as it does the distribution of life insurance throughout 
the country. Other important and valuable features of this volume are 
given under the headings of the gain and loss exhipit tor 1909, retired 
companies, directors, life underwriters’ organizations and list of actu- 
aries, while the record of the year shows in handy form the numerous 
changes in companies and in company officials. A department covering 
many pages is devoted to important particulars relating to stipulated 
premium companies, assessment associations and fraternal orders, in- 
cluding also assessment accident and sick benefit societies, the sta- 
tistics covering two years. 

The section devoted to casualty, surety and miscllaneous insurance is 
very complete, everything relating to those branches being brought to- 
gether. A most complete synopsis of the statutory requirements re- 
garding the admission of companies to other States is presented, while 
elaborate tables show the statistics of the business by individual com- 
panies for the past ten years, also the business of each company in the 
several States and Territories during 1909, and the dividends paid to 
stockholders for twenty-five years. A valuable feature of this depart- 
ment is an extensive chapter on liability insurance, giving the history 
of its development, which fitly supplements the statistical exhibit and 
contains a large amount of useful information. There is included also a 
list of the directors of the various companies and an extensive list of 
field men with their several locations. Underwriters in the several 
branches covered by this section will find a vast amount of important 
information therein which is obtainable in no other form. 


THE FIRE AND MARINE VOLUME. 


The fire and marine volume of The Insurance Year Book for 1910-1911 
embraces about 1400 pages of information ‘of such variety and scope 
that it is likely to be referred to daily in the office of any enterprising 
fire underwriter. Many questions arise in the course of business to 
which the company official or manager, general, special or local agent 
desires a prompt answer, and it is probable that the latter will be 
readily found in one of the numerous divisions of The Insurance Year 
Book. It is important, therefore, that a copy of the latest edition of 
this valuable annual publication should be kept constantly at hand; it 
will save much time and correspondence. 

The Insurance Year Book, fire and marine volume, is practically a 
compendium of the detailed statement of all fire and marine insurance 
institutions operating in the United States, both American and foreign, 
licensed and unlicensed. The latest detailed statements of the com- 
panies are included in the department entitled ‘‘Reports of Fire Insur- 
ance Companies,’’ and they are subdivided into groups as follows: 
American Stock Fire and Marine Insurance Companies (licensed); 
Foreign Fire and Marine Insurance Companies (licensed in the United 
States); American Mutual Fire and Marine Insurance Companies; 
Underwriters’ Agencies; Lloyds and Reciprocal Underwriters’ Associa- 
tions; Unlicensed American Fire Insurance Companies; Unlicensed 
Foreign Fire and Marine Insurance Companies, and data concerning 
each company are segregated so that practically all desired information 
relating to a single company may be found by one reference. Some of 
the information thus given is mentioned below: Company Officials, di- 
rectors and general and special agents, with the territory covered; 
tabulation of the principal items of the statements for five years 
(mutual companies, three years); financial statement as of December 
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31, 1909, showing character of assets and liabilities, with the amount of 
each class; risks and premiums in force; business since organization; 
descriptions of real estate holdings, with more or less detail as to cost, 
market values, etc.; descriptions of mortgage loans; details of se- 
curities for collateral loans; list of bonds and stocks owned, with par 
and market values; data concerning San Francisco and other conflagra- 
tion losses, and capital changes and surplus contributions, etc. 

“Fire Departments and Water Supply” is the descriptive title of a 
division of The Insurance Year Book, fire and marine volume, which has 
been found exceedingly useful by fire underwriters desiring to ascertain 
the extent of the fire protection maintained in the various cities and 
towns of the United States and Canada. Although the data presented 
are condensed as much as they can be, intelligibly, and are set in small 
type, the matter relating to about 6200 cities and towns occupies over 
520 pages, and would make a very respectable book in itself, well worth 
the price. of the whole Year Book. Some of the details given are as 
follows, the department being arranged alphabetically by States, with 
the cities and towns in each in alphabetical order: 

Name; population; fire area; mercantile buildings, material and 
height; private, ditto; ordinances as to wooden roofs and combustibles; 
investigation of fires; average fire loss per year, three years; average 
insurance involved; fire department equipment—numbers of steamers, 
engines on wheels, chemical extinguishers, hook and ladder trucks, 
aerial trucks, hose wagons, hose carriages, horses; quantity, kind and 
condition of hose; character of fire alarm; number of boxes; value of 
equipment; value of buildings; annual expenses, number of members, 
etc. As to water supply, the information covers source, distance, 
system, quality, reservoir capacity, pumping facilities, miles and sizes 
of mains; numbers of hydrants, valves, meters, services; pressure, do- 
mestic and fire; consumption; cost; bonded debt; interest; cost of main- 
tenance; ownership. It will readily be seen that the information as 
above outlined is of a strictly utilitarian nature and well calculated to 
convey a clear idea of the prevailing conditions in the respective munici- 
palities. 

Among the other departments are a list of surplus-line companies and 
brokers, with the names and addresses of parties furnishing the pdlicies 
of the respective companies; short-rate cancellation tables in use in 
various sections of the country; premiums and losses in New York city 
for a series of years; statistics of fires in American cities; a list of State 
insurance officials and dates of next sessions of State legislatures; list 
of automatic sprinklers and their manufacturers; risks covered by 
automobile policies of different companies; companies writing sprinkler 
leakage insurance; stock companies writing tornado insurance; risks 
written and in force; National Board tables of risks, premiums, losses, 
expenses, taxation, ratios, etc.; taxes paid by fire insurance companies 
in 1909, with ratios to premiums; premiums received by the respective 
companies in various cities in 1909; par, book and market values of in- 
surance companies’ stocks, with yearly dividend rates for twenty-five 
years; a list of companies which have retired in the last half century, 
and a list of those in the hands of receivers, with the names of the 
latter; a list of underwriters’ organizations in all sections of the country, 
with their officers’ names, etc.; data concerning fire insurance com- 
panies in foreign countries, compiled from special reports and other 
sources; a chapter devoted to insurance in Canada, and tabulations of 
the home-office statements of British and other foreign companies for 
1909. 

The book also contains a directory of insurance agents throughout 
the United States and Canada, arranged by States and towns, which oc- 
cupies 200 pages, four columns to a page. This list, which is revised 
yearly, indicates the class of business handled by each agency. There 
are also lists of independent fire loss adjusters, and a list of specially 
qualified insurance lawyers. 

Other features of the fire and marine volume are a list of large fires 
in the United States and Canada from 1700 to 1910, and a record of the 
year to June 15, embracing official changes, deaths, new companies, etc. 
The whole work is fully indexed, and no insurance library is complete 
without it—in fact, it should find a place on the desk of every fire 
underwriter in the country. 





—The Labor League Incorporated is the name of a new fraternal whose 
papers have just been approved by the Massachusetts Department. 

—We acknowledge the receipt of a copy of the 1910-11 edition of ‘“‘Webb’s 
Comparisons Simplified.””. Known as this work is, it is only necessary to say that 
it is fully up to the standard of former editions. 

—Attorney-General Dana Malone of Massachusetts, pursuant to request of 
Commissioner Hardison, has rendered an opinion adverse to the approval of a 
policy form containing a disability clause which the New York Life had asked 
permission to issue in that State. 
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Life Agents’ Application and Policy Register. 


A new, up-to-date blank book for the use of life insurance general 
agents and solicitors has just been published by The Spectator Com- 
pany. It is devised with a view to readily keeping a thorough, but 
condensed, record of each application received, so that its course may 
be learned at a glance, and if a policy is issued thereupon to continue 
the record through a period of twenty years. 

Among the features embraced in this record are the following: 

Name; address; amount; premium; date of birth; age; date appli- 
cation mailed company; sub-agent; examiner; settlement; cash; note; 
date note; due; paid; date of policy; kind applied for; kind issued; 
date policy received or declined; premium; commission; commission 
to sub-agents; net due company; date net paid; due date; renewal 
premium payments; date lapsed; date revived. 

The “Life Agents’ Application and Policy Register” contains 104 
pages, of size 14% by 22 inches, printed clearly on excellent and durable 
paper, and is handsomely bound in black cloth with red leather back 
and corners. It provides space for recording and indexing 1100 ap- 
plications or policies, and will be found a valuable and practical office 
help. The price is $7.50 per copy. Elsewhere in this issue will be 
found a half-page advertisement of the Life Agents’ Application and 
Policy Register. Address orders to The Spectator Company, 135 
William street, New York. 


INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE _ 


—The Life Insurance Company of Virginia shows an average of .254 
per cent of industrial lapses in thirty-one districts mentioned. 


—At the present time the leaders in the white banner contest are: 
Messrs. S. Ellenbogen, Bayonne; G. R,. Kendall, Jersey City; C. G. Ot- 
well, Reading; E. Scherff, Town of Union; F. Rosen, New Brunswick. 


—The Metropolitan mortuary bonuses for the last six months are 
about ten per cent in addition to the amount previously received by 
death claimants. For the past seventeen years these bonuses have made 
a total of about $21,000,000. 

—The industrial managerial leadership among the Colonial force is 
held by Mr. L. S. Brown of Pittsburg. After him may be mentioned 
J. S. Hoge, Atlantic City; E. Scherff, Town of Union; J. McNiece, Ho- 
boken; F. Rosen, New Brunswick. The ordinary leaders among the 
managers are: Messrs. G. W. Jewel, McKeesport; L. Janson, Williams- 
burg; W. J. Burn, Brooklyn; J. McNiece, Hoboken; P. Hughes, New 
York; P. M. Leiffer, Harlem. 


—The Metropolitan Staff Savings Fund, during the month of June, 
opened 215 new accounts and closed 146, making an increase of 69; 
the deposits recéived amounted to $16,948, and the accounts closed 
$6297, making an increase of $10,651; the companies’ subscriptions and 
forfeitures were paid during the month on nine accounts—two on 
account of death and seven on account of physical incapacity. The 
total amount, with interest, was $488.62. 














—The most recent changes among the Colonial records are the fol- 
lowing: The Middletown district is merged with Newburgh. Manager 
P. M. Leiffer is transferred from Hoboken to Harlem. P. M. Odiam, 
assistant, transferred from Pittsburg to West Philadelphia. E. H. 
Lowry, assistant, Lancaster, promoted to the managership of the York 
district. Appointments to assistancies: G. B. Nelson, Charleroi; A. J. 
Walsh, Homestead; B. DeHathaway, Chester; J. Paxton, Eaton; D. 
Moscowitz, Pittsburg; H. Raven, Town of Union; H. Morris, Middletown. 


—Agent R. V. Curry of Hoboken heads the list in the industrial de- 
partment. Next to him are V. Puter, Pittsburg; F. J. Molesky, Allen- 
town; J. Branthoover, Atlantic City; G. H. Sloop, Pittsburg; A. New- 
man, Trenton; G. H. Knight, Pittsburg; J. Feldman, New Brunswick; 
J. Brende, Hoboken; A. H. Jezowski, McKeesport. The leading agent 
in the ordinary department is F. Tybesky of North Philadelphia. Fol- 
lowing him are R. V. Curry, Hoboken; A. Tiedeman, Brooklyn; A. M. 
Butterweck, Allentown; R. Froemel, Newburgh; M. Breiner, New York; 
C. Anderson, S. Shultise, New Brunswick; J. W. Powers, Williamsburg; 
F. W. Hobson, Pittsburg; A. Newman, Trenton. 

—Mr. G. Shuttleton of Brooklyn holds the Colonial assistancy staff 
in respect of ordinary, and after him may be mentioned G. E. Field, 
Hoboken; J. Doran, Williamsburg; J. L. McMahon, New York; J. A. 
Conway, Manayunk; M. Cafiero, Brooklyn; C. A. Millhouse, Allentown; 
G. A. Parkins, McKeesport; C. E. Patterson, Pittsburg; J. N. Heben- 
dahl, New Brunswick. Assistant E, J. Brown of Atlantic City holds 
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the industrial record, followed by C. E. Patterson, Pittsburg; M. Cafiero, 
Brooklyn; M. Weindler, G. E. Field, Hoboken; J. N. Hebendahl, New 
Brunswick; A. Nixon, Town of Union; G. Shuttleton, Brooklyn; G. L. 
Frank, Jersey City Heights; L. Chance, West Philadelphia. 

—The following persons were admitted to membership in the Pruden- 
tial Old Guard during the weeks of July 4 and 11, respectively: Frank 
M. Castner, assistant, Brooklyn No. 11; Guy E. Cory, assistant, Colum- 
bus, Ohio; James K. Ervin, assistant, Sparta, Ill.; William E. Hall, 
assistant, Evansville, Ind.; Ernest Klein, assistant, Zanesville, Ohio; 
Meyer Schupper, assistant, Hoboken, N. J.; James W. Albright, agent, 
Davenport, Ia.; John G. Carr, agent, Downington, Pa.; Francis D. P. 
Clifford, agent, Pittston, Pa.; Samuel Cutler, agent, Long Island City, 
N. Y.; John W. Dawson, agent, Washington, D. C.; Louis Furshman, 
agent, Bayonne, N. J.; Victor T. Gould, agent, Stoneham, Mass.; John 
W. Phillips, agent, Brewster, N. Y.; Harry H. Rhoads, agent, Shamokin, 
Pa.; John E. Tozer, agent, Wesleyville, Pa.; Claude E. Underhill, agent, 
Fonda, N. Y.; William T. Willson, agent, Desloge, Mo. 

—The list of leading assistants on increase in the John Hancock is 
headed by Assistant Shaw of Boston. He deserves especial honor, as he 
not only: leads in weekly premium, but in ordinary issues as well, and 
this leadership in both branches is a distinction that has been held by 
but few. Assistant Eidel of Brooklyn IV. is second, with a brilliant 
record to his credit. He led the country last year, and presses closely 
for the same high mark this year. Murray of Malden is third, having 
advanced five points during June. Stewart of Boston, the leader at the 
end of May, is now fourth, followed by Villani of Providence, who ad- 
vanced to fifth during the month. Killion of South Boston holds sixth, 
having ‘‘aviated” from fifteenth as of May standard. Weisenberger of 
Philadelphia II. went to seventh, landing just in advance of Moran of 
South Boston, this last-mentioned gentleman having gained thirty-two 
points during June. Connors of New York II. is ninth, followed by 
Mackay of Boston in tenth ranking. Hiland of South Boston, while not 
on the list of leaders at the end of May, crowded into eleventh, just 
nosing out Judge of Brooklyn I. Anderson, Gaynor, Callanan, Spinney, 
Lee, O’Brien, Rothschild and Spearing follow in the indicated order of 
the twentieth ranking. The others on the list, while not specially men- 
tioned by name, have done excellent work and deserve high praise for 
what they have accomplished. 


FIRE INSURANCE TOPICS 


NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


An automobile fire patrol wagon arrived last week and has been 
assigned to company No. 5 in Harlem. 

A meeting of the Cotton Insurance Association was held in New 
York last week, at which forms and rates for 1910 were established. 

The action of the directors of the Dutchess Fire in appointing a 
new secretary, Frank L. Gardner, to succeed J. J. Graham was not 
unlooked for by most observers of the situation, inasmuch as the 
directors have almost unanimously upheld President Vail all through 
the movement against the company, while Mr. Graham is believed to 
have been opposed to the president. 

A man purporting to represent the New York Fire Department 
Benevolent Association has been collecting funds by means of a forged 
letter bearing the name of Chief Croker. 

There is a new curiosity over the announcement that Superintendent 
Hotchkiss has informed the chairman of the legislative investigating 
committee that he has the books of a New York banking brokerage 
firm safely in custody in a safe deposit vault in New Jersey. The 
report is connected with a suspicion of graft in legislation in the past. 
The question naturally arises, what right had a New York official to 
remove books and hide them away in another State? 

The Lloyds and inter-insurers had to hustle on the last days of the 
month to comply with the manifesto of the Insurance Department to 
file new papers and statements and new powers of attorney in accord- 
ance with the new law. The requirements of the subscribers to Lloyds 
carry a cure for former omissions, viz.: an acknowledgment that 
service on the attorney will be binding on the individual underwriter 
at Lloyds. In the past several suits were won by the subscribers on 
the ground that they had not been regularly served. Under the new 
law this pretext will no longer be available. The high-class inter- 
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insurers may grumble at the circumlocution of the process service, 
but they cannot complain if a court proceeding is necessary to enforce 
a contract that the right party is served. There are some of the 
weaker class which deserve no sympathy or consideration. 

It seems to the ordinary underwriters that the London Lloyds has 
caught a trifle more loss on lumber risks in Canada, New Brunswick 
and Idaho than will satisfy their longing for American risks—nearly 
$300,000 losses have been reported in three weeks, 

The “Fire Insurance Gouge” magazine story has been almost wholly 
reprinted in a Western daily paper, and is exploited as an excuse for 
more hostile legislation. The suggestion is made that the next con- 
tribution should be entitled “How Fire Insurance Offices are Chiseled 
by Public Adjusters,” and under this head there is abundant material 
for a sensation. 

It turns out that over thirty of the high-grade offices in the agency 
business have outstanding contracts based upon contingent commis- 
sions, and that in this city at least half of the principal agents hold 
such contracts, and that they estimate their value at twice the ordinary 
commission deals. 

The calls on the marine offices for contracts to cover cotton risks 
afloat and ashore while in transit are numerous, but they are not taken 
with the avidity observable a few years ago. There is a tacit agree- 
ment to abide by the rates of last year and to decline to enter into 
competition for their neighbors’ business on the “live and let live” 
principle. The brokers interested in these risks are puzzled what to 
propose to their customers, who are up to all sorts of tricks and 
devices to defeat the agreement among the companies. 

The great increase in the number of risks which are equipped with 
automatic sprinklers is one of the wonders of the business. They 
embrace special hazards and mercantile properties, and the result of 
every approved equipment is that- the rates instantly fall to a mere 
song. Now the agents are singing the old tune about reduced pre- 
miums making paltry commissions. In the Far West the losses on 
equipped sawmills and lumber workers have been enormous in spite 
of the sprinklers, while it is reported the old-fashioned shingle mills, 
which pay from six to eight per cent, have been spared. But the com- 
panies do not share the convictions of agents that shingle mills are 
’ preferable at eight per cent to the fifty-cent sawmills. 

The Indemnity Exchange of Chicago has a limited number of sub- 
scribers in this city and Brooklyn, but following assessments to pay 
recent losses in Detroit and elsewhere, it has met with considerable 
criticism. It is this concern which began with $100 deposits, and then 
by deducting fifteen per cent from its premiums created the impres- 
sion that it supplied fire insurance cheaper than stock companies. It 
is, however, discovered when the calls for more money greet the 
subscribers and they figure up the net results that the assumed cheap- 
ness vanishes into thin air. 

Long Island City residents are now complaining that the Exchange 
rates on their dwelling risks are much higher than similar risks in 
Brooklyn. Perhaps the Standard Oil Company can explain it. 

W. L. Perrin & Son will represent the Merchants Fire of Denver, 
which is seeking admission to New York. 

L. C. and A. H. Lockwood of Lockwood Bros. have joined forces 
with W. B. Ward, under the firm name of Lockwood Bros. & Ward, to 
represent the German and the Ben Franklin of Pittsburg, the general 
agency office being at too William street and the local agency at 80 
William street. Lockwood Bros. continue their general agency of the 
Concordia Fire, and have been appointed Brooklyn agents of the 
German of Pittsburg. 

Manager Post, of the Caledonian, and President Jameson, of the 
Globe and Rutgers, are home from Europe. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


The Illinois Fire Insurance Commission, which met in Chicago last 
week, adjourned to meet again in October at Springfield. A report 
will be made to the Governor at that time. The commission has held 
twenty-two sessions during its existence, and the testimony taken will 
cover nearly 3000 typewritten pages. 
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The Indiana State Fire Prevention Association held a special meet- 
ing at Indianapolis last week and decided to join the National Fire 
Prevention Association. It was also decided to increase the activity 
of the association in the future. 

The programme of the Fire Underwriters Association of the North- 
west has been completed, and the names of the speakers will be an- 
nounced from time to time. 

The Ohio Farmers has been licensed in Illinois, and Rollins & Bur- 
dick have been appointed Chicago agents. 

An effort is being made by members of the Chicago Board of Under- 
writers to have the brokers join the Clearing House; also to devise 
ways and means of guaranteeing accounts, and both questions are in 
the hands of a special committee, and it is hoped that favorable action 
will be taken. 

It is hoped that ‘a salvage of approximately $100,000 will be secured 
in the grain loss of the Northwestern Malt and Grain Company in 
Chicago. 

The Chicago agency heretofore known as W. M. Umbdenstock & 
Co. has been incorporated under the name of Seymour, Umbdenstock 
& Co., with a capital of $10,000. 

Carroll L. DeWitt of Chicago has been appointed chairman of a 
committee which will give a complimentary banquet to the grand 
officers of the Blue Goose at the time of the annual meeting of the 
Illinois Pond in October. 

George H. Holt, president of the Chicago Policyholders Union, and 
H. B. Seeley, his “expert,” have sent bills for three weeks’ services to 
Attorney-General Bingham of Indiana for alleged assistance during 
the anti-trust cases. Holt wants $25 a day, and Seeley $15 a day. 

The annual address at the meeting of the Fire Underwriters Asso- 
ciation of the North will be delivered by J. V. Barry, Insurance Com- 
missioner of Michigan. 





BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Gustavus C. Holt, vice-president of the Boston Board and head of 
John C. Paige & Co., died at his summer residence, Hingham, Mass., 
last Friday. He was fifty-nine years of age, death being due to hard- 
ening of the arteries. Gustavus C. Holt away back in 1873 became 
associated with John C, Paige, and was one of the principal factors in 
building up that agency, for he was Mr. Paige’s most trusted lieutenant. 
On Mr. Paige’s death, Mr. Holt was the senior of the five heads 
of departments who continued the agency under the terms of 
the will, the business flourishing to an extent little dreamed of by its 
able founder. Simplicity was the keynote of Mr. Holt’s character. He 
was gentle in demeanor, gracious in speech and scrupulous in his deal- 
ings. He was revered by his associates and no man was more idolized 
by his employees. The funeral took place last Monday at his town 
residence, President C. B. Wheelock heading a representative delega- 
tion from the Boston Board. 


A number of special agency changes have been announced during 
the past week. H. J. Hill, special agent for the Milwaukee Mechanics, 
goes in a similar capacity with the Phoenix of London, covering Con- 
necticut and Rhode Island. James Grover, special for the Delaware, 
resigns to go with the New York Underwriters, with Connecticut, 
Vermont and Western Massachusetts as his field. W. H. Medlicott, 
son of W. B. Medlicott, the Harvard University lecturer on fire in- 
surance, now with New England Underwriters Bureau, enters the 
service of the London ‘Assurance, in its special risks department. It is 
expected that the vacancy in the Royal special agency department will 
be filled during the present week. 





NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


While underwriters generally seem to be well satisfied with the loss 
ratio for the first six months of 1910, they also seem generally agreed 
that if July is any criterion the result for the last six months will 
more than counterbalance the favorable record of the first six, and 
perhaps make a loss on the underwriting operations of the year. The 
number of fires during July was so out of proportion to the average 
that some are suggesting that the recession in general business ac~ 
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tivities may have created a serious moral hazard in many directions. 
Upwards of fifty fires occurred in the closing week of July. This 
would be a record for a week in winter. 

The Peoples National Fire has appointed Joseph W. Wilson agent 
at Camden, N. J. 

Harold Haskins has been elected a member of the executive com- 
mittee of the Underwriters Association of the Middle Department in 
place of G. Hope Miller, and A. N. Hamilton succeeds M. B. Jones as 
an associate member of the committee on comettintion, by-laws and 
rules. - 

The Massachusetts Fire and Marine of Boston has been elected to 
membership in the Philadelphia Fire Underwriters Association. 

The wide break in stock market quotations last week had its effect 
on the prices realized in the sale of insurance company stocks at 
auction on Wednesday, as is evidenced by the following list of sales: 
One share of Fire Association only brought 335; five shares of 
Peoples National brought 51 and five sold for 50; fifteen shares of 
Franklin Fire brought 59% per share, and two shares of Insurance 
Company of the State of Pennsylvania sold at 53. 

Prevost & Herring announce their appointment as sole agents of the 
Washington Fire of Seattle for Philadelphia, Eastern Pennsylvania 
and Southern New Jersey. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 





Legislative Investigation to Commence August 30. 


The investigating committee of the New York Legislature is laying 
its plans and will begin its open sessions on August 30, in the Alder- 
manic Chamber, New York. Alfred Hurrell, counsel to the State Insur- 
ance Department, will be granted leave of absence in order to act as 
assistant counsel to M. Linn Bruce. Prof. Albert W. Whitney, of the 
University of California, will probably be actuary to the committee. It 
is announced that the investigation will be made as thorough as is 
possible under the resolution authorizing it. The books of Ellingwood 
& Cunningham, stock brokers, and other concerns will be called for, and 
lines of investigation already started will probably be continued. The 
committee invites the filing of charges as provided for in the legislative 
resolution. 





Frank L Gardner Secretary of Dutchess Fire. 

At a special meeting of the directors of the Dutchess Fire of Pough- 
keepsie, J. J. Graham, heretofore secretary of that company, was re- 
lieved, and Frank L. Gardner was appointed to fill the vacancy. Mr. 
Gardner has been connected with the company for the past seven 
years, and the directors are confident that his assumption of his new 
duties will give pleasure to all who come in contact with him. 





New York Fire insurance Companies’ Stocks. 
(Quotations furnished by E. S. Bailey, 66 Broadway, New York city.) 





Approximate Bia Asked 
Annual When Price, Price, 
ComPany. Capitai. Dividend. Payable. Per Cent. Per Cent. 
City of New York........ $500,000 10% aaa 205 
Commonwealth .........- 500,000 10 .& 326 mes 
Comsementel «.cccccccccevs 2,000,000 70 -& 925 950 
Empire City ..........-- 0,000 8 -& 125 
Fidelity-Phenix .......... 2,500,000 = o 275 280 
German Alliance......... 00,000 15 -& 275 300 
German-American ........ 1,500,000 30 .& 560 570 
Germania ($50) ........ 1,000,000 15 .& 285 295 
Glens Falls ($10)........ 00,000 30 .& 1,525 
Globe and Rutgers....... 400,000 40 455 
« CROOy  cvscccces 1,000,000 10 .& 190 205 
MOB cceccccecce 3,000,000 30 -& 680 695 
| rose ($50) 200,000 10 -& 165 175 
Niagara ($50) - 1,000,000 20 .& 300 305 
North River ($25). ae 350,000 10 -& 155 165 
Pacific ($25) ...... 200,000 6 -& 135 145 
Peter Cooper ($29). 150,000 6 -& 90 105 
Stuyvesant ......... -- 400,000 10 -& 155 160 
United States ($25) riioae 250,000 - 60 70 
Westchester ($10) ....... 00,000 35 F.&A 455 
Williamsburgh City ($50). 250,000 20 =j.&J 380 400 





* No information. Q, Quarterly. 





—The Merchants Fire of Denver has applied for a New York license. 


—James D. Faust of Bethlehem, Pa., has been appointed special agent for the 
Scranton Fire, 
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THE WEST. 


Western and Southern of Oklahoma Licensed. 


The Western and Southern Fire of Shawnee, Okla., has been licensed 
by the Oklahoma Insurance Department. The company has $105,600 of 
capital stock, and $37,813 of surplus. Its officers are: President, F. W. 
Christner; secretary, C. H. Eckford. 








Ohio Notations. 
[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT.] 


The Standard Fire of Hartford has appointed Earls & Johansing 
agents for Cincinnati and vicinity. 

In the case of K. F. Benndorf Company, Cincinnati, local agents, vs. the 
Westchester Fire Insurance Company, Judge Dickson of the Hamilton 
County Common Pleas Court has rendered a decision in favor of the 
plaintiff. This case was the outcome of a controversy concerning the 
payment of a return premium on a policy of the Westchester which 
was canceled and surrendered to the agent of the company, E. C. Hard- 
ing, at the time Mr. Harding failed, and is of great importance to insur- 
ance agents generally, and particularly in the larger cities, where a 
large brokerage business is carried on. The Benndorf agency had 
placed the insurance originally with Mr. Harding, and after the latter’s 
failure surrendered the policy to him for cancellation. Later Harding 
was adjudged a bankrupt. The Benndorf agency then put in a claim 
against the company for the return premium, which the company re- 
fused to accept on the grounds that said return premium had been 
credited to Mr. Harding’s account. An action in a Squire’s Court fol- 
lowed, in which the Benndorf agency was given judgment and same was 
appealed to the Common Pleas Court by the company, resulting in the 
verdict of the Squire’s Court being upheld. The company filed motion 
for new trial, which was denied, and Benndorf agency were given a 
judgment for the return premium and interest on same, the company 
to pay the costs. 

Harry Kohn has been convicted for the second time of arson in con- 
nection kith a fire which occurred several years ago at Pine and Gest 
streets, Cincinnati, O. He was given an indeterminate sentence in the 
Reformatory at Mansfield, O., while at his first trial he was given five 
years in the penitentiary. Kohn will appeal to the higher courts. 

The Consolidated Fire and Marine of Minneapolis has been admitted to 
Ohio. It is understood that the company will do principally a reinsur- 
ance business. 

The Indiana Lumbermans Mutual and the Pennsylvania Lumbermans 
Mutual have been admitted to Kentucky. 

The Ohio Insurance Department has ruled that the statutory require- 
ment of a mutual company desiring admission to the State is that the 
company must have $200,000 of Ohio securities. The ruling waS made in 
connection with the Farmers of York, Pa., which has applied for a 


license. The company has not come to a decision as to whether or not 
it will meet this requirement. 
Cincinnati, July 30. BUCKEYE. 





Chicago Agencies Should Report Premiums. 


The fire insurance companies which returned schedules to the Chicago 
Board of Assessors this year are having no trouble, but those that 
failed to do so have been assessed at liberal amounts and a penalty of 
fifty per cent added. There is no reason why the companies should not 
make these returns, since their receipts must be disclosed in any event 
in the reports to the city and State for taxation. The basis of taxation 
is the net receipts less expenses, and the board of review has been very 
liberal in its allowances for expenses. The companies have had no uni- 
formity in their deductions for this item, however, the expense allow- 
ance ranging between thirty-five and sixty-five per cent, and unless 
there is some greater degree of uniformity there may be some question 
as to the companies deducting the larger percentages. It is believed 
that companies which report only thirty-five per cent do not include 
all the items which might legitimately be counted as a feature of ex- 
pense. The average expense ratio all over the country is about forty 
per cent, and it is certain that the expense of doing business in Chicago, 
with the high brokerages, commissions, salaries and rentals paid, is 
higher than in the country as a whole. One general agent last year 
made a deduction for expenses of eighty-five per cent. This is the only 
case that was questioned by the board, but the general agent must have 
made his point, for his return was passed without change. 





Ohio Observations. 
{From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


In an answer filed to the intervening petition of Louis Becker in the 
Donnelly bankruptcy case about six months ago, Judge Michael Don- 
nelly states that after Becker’s note of $3937 against the Chicago agency 
of the Ohio German Insurance Company is satisfied, the proceeds of the 
agency fund should be applied to his account. He claims that he and 
F. D. Prentice gave two notes of $3937 each to Leo Loeb of Adolph Loeb 
& Sons, and in addition paid the firm $7875, he and Prentice sharing 
equally in the latter. In consideration, he states that the firm gave 
him and Prentice 301 shares in the Ohio German Insurance Company 
and also the title to the Chicago general agency, including Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa and Nebraska. He and Prentice agreed to 
continue the agency, he said, until they had reimbursed themselves; 
the first note was paid when due and the other is still outstanding, and 
is the one Becker mentions. Prentice drew out $1500 and the company 
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used $1773. He asks an accounting and that the trustees pay over to 
him the amount due from the agency. 

Water has become scarce at Akron, and it is said that the matter 
has become serious because of the low pressure. Everything possible 
is being done to husband the supply for use in case of a fire. 

The North Side Chamber of Commerce at Columbus has adopted reso- 
lutions asking the city council to enact legislation that will place the 
city in the second class and thus secure a reduction in insurance rates. 
Not leng ago such legislation was defeated because it was thought it 
would interfere with certain large business interests, the action seem- 
ingly favoring the few to the detriment of the many. However, it is 
hardly probable that the inspection bureau will accept legislation that 
is of a much milder form than that which was defeated. 

State Fire Marshal John W. Zuber has decreed that a number of old 
shacks in what was originally termed the bad lands in Columbus must 
be razed. They are in a state of collapse and are filled with inflam- 
mable material, it is said. Deputies from his department made an in- 
spection of the properties recently. Several sections on Mound and 
Main streets will be inspected at an early date, with the idea that they 
too may have to be torn away. 


Cleveland, July 30. CUYAHOGA. 





Committees to Meet Agents in Large Cities. 


The sub-committees of the joint committee on reduction of expenses 
to have charge of the negotiations with the local agents in the various 
cities are as follows: 

Chicago—Law Brothers, Royal; Fred S. James, National of Hart- 
ford; Charles E. Sheldon, American of Newark. 

Cincinnati—Thomas E. Gallagher, Atna; O. C. Kemp, Delaware, Re- 
liance and Rochester German; Law Brothers, Royal. 

Cleveland—E. G. Halle, Germania; O. C. Kemp, Delaware, Reliance 
and Rochester German; W. H. Sage, German American. 

Louisville—F. C. Buswell, Home; T. E. Gallagher, Cc. R. 
Tuttle, Continental. 

Milwaukee—Charles E. Sheldon, American of Newark; E. G. Halle, 
Germania; C. R. Tuttle, Continental. 

St. Louis—W. H. Sage, German American; Fred S. James, National 
of Hartford; F. C. Buswell, Home. 


7#tna; 





Agent Pays for Saving Property. 


Fire insurance companies are in receipt of a letter from the Phinney 
agency at Merrill, Wis., giving them an opportunity to contribute to the 
expenses incurred in checking forest fires. The agency had the insur- 
ance on the Bundy Lumber Company at Bundy, Wis. After the de- 
struction of the town of Heineman by forest fires the agent went to 
Bundy and found the lumber plant in the path of a severe fire. Under 
his direction additional hose was purchased and forty men worked day 
and night for forty-eight hours wetting down the surrounding property 
and finally succeeded in saving the plant. The agent guaranteed the 
expense of labor in order to have the work undertaken and has a bill 
for $300. He admits that he has no claim on the companies for this and 
says that he will pay it if they do not, but he states the circumstances 
and allows them to take what action they choose. Fifteen companies 
were interested in the risk. 





Lumber Losses Heavy. 


Some of the smaller lumber mutuals have been hard hit by the heavy 
losses on poles and ties in the woods in Northern Wisconsin and Minne- 
sota. The stock companies which write this class at all charge a rate of 
two per cent and over, with the average clause and the eighty per cent 
clause. Some of the mutuals have been writing the risks at $1.95, with- 
out any average or coinsurance clause. It is understood that the losses 
on poles and ties in the woods have been over $250,000 this month. 
So many companies are refusing to write them that owners are offering 
as high as five per cent for covers. 





Proposed Amendment to Kansas Rating Law. 


Senator Travis of Iola, Kan., has prepared a bill to be introduced in 
the next session of the legislature transferring the control of the State 
rating law from the Superintendent of Insurance to a non-partisan 
commission of three men, each of whom must have had at least ten 
years’ practical experience in fire insurance. He is a friend of the 
State rating law, but holds that its power is too great to be fixed in a 
single elective official, who is frequently without previous experience 
in insurance. 





—Mesa (Ariz.) rates have been reduced because of improved fire protection. 

—C. E. Van Voorhis of the Chicago office of the Hartford Fire died of heart 
disease at Pittsfield, Mass., on Monday last. 

—M. M. Kelley, formerly Nebraska special agent for the Farmers and Mer- 
chants, goes with the Woodmen Fire of Lincoln in similar capacity. 

—Edwin C. Fox, formerly special agent for the Citizens of St. Louis in Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Oklahoma and Colorado, becomes Kansas special agent for the 
North British and Mercantile from September 1. 

—The Nebraska Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents has elected Paul 
Colson, Fremont, president; W. S. Clapp of Kearney, B. L. Baldwin of Omaha, 
Alfred W. White of Plattsmouth, O. W. Palm of Lincoln, Fred Heller of Ne- 
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braska City and T. F. Horn of Auburn, vice-presidents, and C. O. Talmage of 
Omaha, secretary and treasurer. A resolution was adopted opposing any reduc- 
tion in the rate of commission. 





THE SOUTH. 


Texas Legislature Busy. 


At the special session of the Texas Legislature, a message received 
from Governor Campbell recommended the following procedure in rela- 
tion to the fire rating law: 


1.—The passage of a bill repealing the law referred to outright. 

2.—The enactment of an adequate law to prevent combination by 
the insurance companies to destroy competition in fire insurance rates 
in Texas; providing appropriate penalties therefor and providing means 
for the enforcement of some. 

3.—The enactment of a law regulating and controlling fire insurance 
companies doing business in this State, and the regulation and control 
of fire insurance premium rates, to establish and fix rates and to 
effectively prevent the use of what is known as the ‘‘key rates,’’ recently 
promulgated by the fire insurance companies. Such law as may be 
enacted should provide proper penalties for all violations of the law 
and embrace ample provisions for the enforcement thereof. 

4.—The enactment of a law prescribing the conditions under which 
fire insurance companies chartered under the laws of other States may 
secure permits to do business in Texas, and providing that such com- 
panies shall show, by appropriate proof and in manner and form to 
be prescribed by the law, that the company has never at any time under- 
taken to dominate legislation by threats to withdraw from this State 
or ceased to do business in Texas on account of any law enacted by a 
legislature of Texas. 

Fire insurance companies and other corporations undertaking to 
dominate legislation by threats to withdraw from the State and com- 
panies that actually withdraw from the State or cease to do business in 
the State for such reasons, should not be permitted to re-enter the 
State on any condition, and adequate laws in this respect are respect- 
fully recommended. 


Senate bill No. 4 provides for the issuance of licenses to fire insur- 
ance companies, creates a fire rating board, and authorizes the revoca- 
tion of licenses of companies violating orders of the board. The bill 
was referred to the insurance committee. 

House bill No. 7, to regulate fire insurance companies, would estab- 
lish a fire rating board and prescribe its method of conduct. 

House bill No. 8 is somewhat similar to No. 7 in its general char- 
acter, and requires that present schedules be kept in force until new 
tariffs shall go into effect. It also provides that all printed parts of 
a policy shall be in the same sized type. 





Louisiana Pickings. 
[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


August 11 the new act creating the State Insurance Rating Commission 
becomes effective throughout the State. E. A. Chavanne of Lake 
Charles and J. B. Atkins of Shreveport are leading country candi- 
dates for the remaining places on the board. 

Attorney General Walter Guion has indorsed the action taken by State 
Insurance Commissioner McGivney, debarring from this State those 
companies in whose organization the promoters have been allowed a 
large proportion of the stock subscribed as compensation for selling 
stock. The State has lately been overrun with companies doing this 
sort of business. Reports reaching the Commissioner are that forty 
per cent of the stock is being paid the promoters. On the grounds that 
issuance of licenses to companies under such conditions contravene the 
dictates of general prudence and public policy, the Attorney General 
bases his opinion backing up the Commissioner. 


New Orleans, July 30. MAGNOLIA. 





Kentucky Paragraphs. 
[From OuR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The inspection of Winchester by the Kentucky Fire Prevention Asso- 
ciation, July 26, was one of the most successful the organization has 
had. The situation was found to be favorable, both with reagrd to fire 
protection facilities and ordinances. The town has recently acquired an 
automobile hose wagon. A conference was held in the evening at the 
courthouse, at which the Mayor, fire chief and other city officials were 
present. The association will have no inspections during August, but 
expects to make up for this by two inspections in September. One of 
these will be at Madisonville. 

Frank G. Snyder, grand keeper of the golden goose egg of the grand 
nest of the Blue Goose, favors having the meeting of the grand nest 
in some city other than Chicago, and will propose this at the next meet- 
ing in October. 

The Kentucky Inspection Bureau has issued a town report on Rich- 
mond. Additional fire hydrants in the congested district, the installa- 
tion of the Gamewell fire alarm system and the purchase of additional 
fire equipment were recommended. The bureau has also rerated 
Nicholasville. 

Harlem, located in the mountains of Eastern Kentucky, is planning 
the establishment of a waterworks system. The section is growing in 
importance as the result of the construction of a new railroad through 
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the Cumberland mountains, which will open up numerous new coal and 
lumber operations. 

Agents at Paducah, Ky., it is asserted, have granted unlimited permits 
to cease operation in policies covering the plant of the Kentucky Brew- 
ing Company. Companies interested are asking for the thirty-day limit 
to cease. 

The fire insurance agency of DeLong & Treacy, at Lexington, has 
been dissolved and the business will be operated hereafter by Mrs. 
G. A. DeLong. B. J. Treacy, the other member of the firm, is organiz- 
ing a new agency. 

Claude Snyder, manager of the Henry Clay Fire of Lexington, has 
taken charge of the local department of the company and is handling 
the Lexington business. 

Fire Marshal W. F. Neikirk of Kentucky has suggested that the 
public schools devote some time to the study of fire prevention. He 
also recommends that the fire marshal, as well as fire chiefs in towns 
where no building inspector is located, be given authority to inspect 
buildings and make suggestions as to changes which would reduce the 
hazard. 

It is understood that an appointment to fill the vacancy existing in 
the special agency of the North British will be made shortly. 

Local agents in Louisville do not believe that any changes of im- 
portance will be made, as far as commissions are concerned, as the 
result of a conference to be held between their representatives and a 
committee appointed by the managers of companies at a meeting held 
in Chicago. It is pointed out that the paying of brokerage, which is 
one of the chief causes of the increase in the expense of writing busi- 
ness, is prohibited by the Louisville Board, with the exception of busi- 
ness on whiskey written outside the State, and that commissions made 
are reasonable. 


Louisville, July 30. BLUE GRASS. 





—The Columbia Fire of Athens, Ga., has joined the South-Eastern Under- 
writers Association. 

—The Fidelity-Phenix Fire of New York, which was refused a Texas license 
because it was formed by a consolidation of two companies, is endeavoring to 
convince the Texas authorities that it should be licensed. 





THE PACIFIC COAST. 


The Rocky Mountain Field. 


[FRoM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 

Henry J. Arnold & Co. have purchased the Denver local agency of J. 
J. Hover, representing the Glens Falls and the Delaware. 

The biggest fire in the history of La Junta, Col., occurred on the 29th 
of July, causing a property loss of $100,000, with insurance of about 
half that amount. 

M. J. Burns, the veteran manager of the Rocky Mountain Fire Under- 
writers Association, is confined to his Denver home threatened with a 
nervous breakdown occasioned by the extreme hot weather of the past 
month and overwork. His many friends are hoping for a speedy and 
complete recovery for the ‘‘Major.’’ CENTENNIAL. 

Denver, July 30. 








—The Prussian National will issue policies in California under the title of 
the Prussian National Underwriters. 

—Arthur C. Thornton, heretofore special agent in Central California for the 
Firemans Fund, will be general agent for San Francisco and Oakland for the 
Prussian National, and for California and Oregon for the City of New York. 

—Henry Carstens, president of the Washington Fire of Seattle, has returned 
home after a two months’ visit among the company’s Eastern representatives, 
and announces himself as glad to get back to ‘“‘God’s Country,” where blankets 
are used for bed clothing and the horses don’t have to wear “Panamas.” 


—Forest fires are threatening saw mills and shingle mills in some parts of 
Washington and a good rain is badly needed. These fires are usually in the 
logged-off lands and rarely affect the virgin timber seriously. The difficulty is 
greater east of the Cascade Mountains in the dry, hot area than it is in the 
Puget Sound country, where the undergrowth is dense and fires do not spread 
so readily. The Washington Forest Conservation Association is doing good 
work in patroling against fires as well as in fighting those that arise. 

—The statistics of the Washington Fire Insurance Company since its organiza- 
tion, covering a period of four and one-half years, show a decided loss on saw 
mills in the Pacific Northwest, but a good profit on shingle mills. Inasmuch as 
the saw mills contain nearly all of the so-called “better” woodworkers—that is, 
the big modern plants with sprinklers and other protection—it would appear that 
it is the old story of getting “good” risks down to an unprofitable point and 
leaving “poor” ones where there is money in them. The shingle mill rates aver- 
age 8.60 per cent. 





—The Home of New York has established a new system of sending out sup- 
plies to its agents. All its forms, permits, riders and clauses are now issued by 
States in loose-leaf ledger style, with a marginal index for each set of forms and 
with each separate paper marked “The Home gasoline permit” or “The Home 
dwelling form,” as the case may be. The initial expense of the system must 
have been great, but the convenience to agents is remarkable, and field men who 
run across the volume are urging their companies to adopt a similar system. 
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MISCELLANEOUS FIRE NEWS. 


Swiss Reinsurance to Enter United States. 


It is announced that the Swiss Reinsurance Company of Zurich will 
shortly enter the United States. It will do business here only with the 
Phoenix Assurance Company of London. As of December 31, 1908, the 
assets of the Swiss Reinsurance aggregated nearly $11,000,000, its cap- 
ital stock being $1,600,000. It had a reserve fund of $200,000, and a 
special reserve of $148,000, in addition to reserves for losses, unearned 
premiums, etc., and closed the year with a profit balance of $86,810. 








—A company desiring to secure the service of an experienced adjuster, in- 
spector and underwriter, with an excellent record of fifteen years in office and 
field, should communicate with the party who advertises in another column. 

—James Allan Cook, general manager of the Scottish Union and National, 
who will arrive at Quebec this week, will be accompanied on a Western Canadian 


trip by United States Manager J. H. Brewster. 
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THE DETROIT CONFERENCE. 


Annual Gathering at Mackinac Island—Those Present—More New 
Members—Important Topics Discussed—Generous 
Entertainment. 

[SPECIAL REPORT TO THE SPECTATOR.] 


Mackinac Island, July 29.—Mackinac Island, being practically at the 
junction of three great fresh-water seas, proved a drawing card as a 
spot for the meeting of the Detroit Conference of Industrial Health and 
Accident Underwriters, which has just held its twenty-fourth gather- 
ing there. Swept by cooling breezes and with the air tempered by the 
fragrant pines of the island, those who were fortunate enough to 
attend found a welcome relief from the sweltering heat of the great 
cities, which many of them had left behind. 


FIRST DAY’S PROCEEDINGS, JULY 27. 


The meeting was called to order by President Louis H. Fibel promptly 
at 10 a. m. on Wednesday the 27th inst. The first order of business 
was the roll call, and the following is a list of the companies repre- 
sented and the attending officials: 

American Assurance, Philadelphia, R. R. Koch, president, and R. W. 
Tunis, third vice-president; American Casualty, Reading, Pa., Harvey 
H. Shomo, secretary; American Insurance Union, Columbus, Ohio, Dr. 
S. M. Means, medical director; Bankers Accident, Des Moines, Iowa; 
F. L. Miner, president, and E. C. Budlong, vice-president; Columbia 
Life, Cincinnati, Ohio, S. M. Cross, secretary; Commonwealth Casualty, 
Philadelphia, E. S. Cook, secretary; Central Mutual, Evansville, Ind., 
G. A. Condit, vice-president; Continental Casualty, Chicago, H. G. B. 
Alexander, president, L. E. Brown, general claim agent, and R. D. Davy, 
manager agency department; Equitable Accident, Boston, Mass., W. H. 
Jones, general manager; Fidelity Accident, Saginaw, Mich., W. H. 
Howland, secretary and general manager; Federal Casualty, Detroit, 
V. D. Cliff, president; Fraternities Health and Accident, Richmond, Me., 
Hon. H. C. Reed, secretary and manager; General Accident, United 
States branch, Philadelphia, Pa., C. H. Boyer, manager industrial depart- 
ment, W. I. Mullen, chief adjuster, and F. J. Moore, United States 
manager; Great Eastern Casualty, New York, Louis H. Fibel, president; 
Great Western Accident, Des Moines, Iowa, H. B. Hawley, president; 
Hoosier Casualty, Indianapolis, Ind., C. H. Brackett, president, and 
C. W. Ray, secretary-treasurer; Massachusets Accident, Boston, Chas. 
M. Adams, agency director; National Casualty, Detroit, Mich., Dr. F. E. 
Pilcher, medical director, and G. L. Hepburn, agency department; Na- 
tional Life and Accident, Nashville, Tenn., T. L. Thompson, general 
manager; National Masonic-Provident, Mansfield, Ohio, E. G. Robinson, 
general manager; North American Accident, Chicago, A. E. Forrest, 
vice-president and general manager; Paeific Mutual Life, Los Angeles, 
Cal., H. A. Behrens, industrial manager, and J. W. Rhodes, claim ad- 
juster; Peerless Casualty, Keene, N. H., A. G. Mason of the board of 
directors; Phoenix Preferred Accident, Detroit, L. O. Chatfield, presi- 
dent; United States Health and Accident, Saginaw, Mich., J. B. Pitcher, 
president, R. Perry Shorts, general counsel, and H. H. Behse, general 
manager; United States Indemnity, Boston, W. H. Jones, president; 
Vermont Accident, Rutland, Vt., H. C. Farrar, president; Home Acci- 
dent and Health, South Bend, Ind., F. H. Goodman, secretary. 

The report of the committee on credentials showed that all answer- 
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ing to their names were entitled to seats in the convention. As the 
minutes of the meeting of last year had been widely distributed in 
pamphlet form, their reading was dispensed with. 

President Fibel then read his annual address, as presented in THE 
SPECTATOR last week. His address was received with prolonged ap- 
plause. President Fibel is the first presiding officer to have filled the 
office three times in succession and has worked with great energy and 
vigor for the success of the conference. The members of the associa- 
tion have shown him their loyalty, esteem and affection in many ways. 

In the special report of the executive committee, of which C. H. 
Boyer was chairman, the following companies were announced as new 
members: American Life and Accident, Portland, Ore.; Fidelity Mu- 
tual Aid, Portland, Ore.; Republic Indemnity, Louisville, Ky.; Occi- 
dental Life, Albuquerque, N. M., and Woodmens Casualty, Springfield, 
Ohio. The following retirements were reported: The Bay State Casu- 
alty, Boston, reinsured by the Massachusetts Accident, and Canadian 
Casualty and Boiler reinsured by General Accident. 

Various communications were received from absentees, among them 
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one from President W. G. Curtis, of the National Casualty of Detroit,’ 


who is on the Pacific Coast. 

Cc. H. Boyer, chairman of the executive committee, then made his 
general report, in which he observed that for the first time in the 
history of the conference the report of the committee was signed by 
every member of it. The report showed that the business of the con- 
ference companies had been very prosperous during the year, with an 
accession of membership and good prospects for the future. There 
has been in general a feeling of harmony, a desire for mutual assist- 
ance and an improvement in the financial condition of the conference 
which demonstrate the wisdom of the increase in the annual dues 
made last year. Owing to the influence of the conference some com- 
panies outside have adopted its methods; there has also been good 
co-operation in claim settlements, and the chairman reported that the 
general opinion was that litigation was an expensive luxury, and that 
compromise in doubtful cases was always best. The report advised 
the appointment of a committee to suggest some alterations in the 
policy contract used by the conference companies, and also a committee 
to make some changes in the by-laws if considered necessary. It was 
reported that E. S. Cook had been elected treasurer, to succeed the late 
D. E. Stevens. 

After a considerable discussion a poll of the members was taken to 
decide whether a change in the standard policy should be considered, 
nearly every company voting in the affirmative. As a committee to 
suggest changes in the by-laws the following were appointed: Messrs. 
Goodman, Alexander and Adams. The report of the executive commit- 
tee was accepted with applause and ordered placed on file. 

Owing to the absence of John J. Lentz, chairman of the committee on 
laws, this report was omitted. The report of the committee on claims 
was also omitted, owing to the absence of the chairman. 

Chairman W. H. Jones, of the committee on classification and new 
manuals, reported that in spite of the fact that in 1909 the conference 
companies pledged their support in furnishing information for this 
purpose, while thirty-seven companies had been written to, practically 
all refused to co-operate on some pretext or other. This seemed to 
him to prove that the conference does not want a new manual. Upon 
his request a motion was made and carried that the report be adopted 
and the committee be discharged. 

The committee on agents and bureau reported that eighteen com- 
panies had given advice of 1187 reports and strongly advised a more 
hearty support of this means of information. It was moved that the 
report be accepted and placed on file. 

Chairman A. E. Forrest, of the committee on membership, reported a 
large and satisfactory increase since his appointment. The report was 
accepted and the committee discharged. 

For general discussion several questions were then taken up. The 
first was introduced by C. H. Boyer, and read as follows: ‘‘Would it 
not be wise for the conference companies to make the policies issued 
in the various States, except Minnesota, comply with the Massachusetts 
standard provision bill?” President Fibel reported that no rulings on 
policies can be had until the States of New York and Massachusetts 
have acted in unison. He stated that one policy, which had been 
accepted by the Minnesota Department, had been submitted to the New 
York Department, and had been returned with eleven exceptions. This 
shows that the situation is very unfortunate, and that it is likely to be 
very difficult to find out what the Commissioners want. It was decided 
to ask the various companies to report rulings from the Departments 
of their various States to the secretary as fast as possible, in order that 
the information might be disseminated to the various companies. 

Another question for discussion was introduced by Mr. Chatfield, in 
which he inquired why it was that less than five per cent of those 
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eligible are carrying health and accident policies. Many thought that 
the percentage given by Mr. Chatfield was too low, but all agreed that 
the field was still susceptible of much larger cultivation and that the 
proper answer to the question should be found in greater enterprise 
and energy on the part of the companies. 

President Fibel submitted a question as to whether rates should be 
raised or benefits reduced when a policyholder attains the age of fifty, 
and again when he reaches sixty. After quite a general discussion it 
seemed to be the opinion that the most practical plan was to reduce the 
benefits pro rata as age advanced instead of arbitrarily raising the rate. 
It was thought that this was not only fairer to the insured, but was 
also likely to cause less dissatisfaction. President Hawley, of the 
Great Western of Des Moines, reported that his company had already 
issued a policy on this plan. 


SECOND DAY’S PROCEEDINGS, JULY 28. 

The meeting for July 28 was called to order promptly at 10 o’clock 
with a good attendance. A letter of regret was received from Com- 
missioner Jas. V. Barry, of the Insurance Department of Michigan. 

At this point the treasurer read his annual report, showing a balance 
on hand, as of July 20, amounting to $1474. The report was after- 
wards audited by the auditing committee and found correct. 

The most of this second day’s session was gevoted to the reading of 
papers, as follows: 

“Factory Insurance, the Remedy,” by E. O. Howell; ‘‘The Ethics of 
our Profession,’’ by H. B. Hawley; “Litigation Under the Exception 
Clause of Industrial Accident and Health Policies,” by R. Perry Shorts: 
“‘Venereal Diseases as Affecting Insurance Risks,” by Dr. F. E. Pilcher; 
“The Ethics of Business Getting,’’ by Geo. W. Hatch; ‘‘Wanted—A 
Stimulant,’ by Chas. M. Adams; ‘‘Claim Adjustments as Relates to Con- 
tracts and Agents,” by W. Irving Mullen. 

A paper was expected from L. E. Brown, of the Continental Casualty, 
who reported that he had not had time to complete it to his satisfaction. 
All the papers were well received and the thanks of the conference 
extended to their authors for their preparation and presentation. 

A new question was introduced for discussion by Secretary Shomo 
of the American Casualty, as to whether foreigners, not speaking 
English, can be insured at a profit. Several members reported that 
their experience had been unfavorable, even rating the foreigners in 
the lowest class. As an exception, however, C. H. Boyer of the Gen- 
eral Accident reported that it was his opinion and the result of his 
experience that foreigners could be written at a profit. 

President Barnsdall of the St. Lawrence Life raised the question of 
A number of companies reported that 
they had had difficulty in inducing bonding companies to bond their 
agents, but it was generally concluded that surety could be found 
somewhere on reasonable terms. As an interesting fact, W. H. Jones 
reported that a new law had been passed in Massachusetts, to go into 
effect January 1, 1911, making it a criminal offense for an agent to re- 
tain funds of a company in his possession after a specified time. It 
was thought that after this law is in force it will be easier to obtain the 
aid of surety companies. The balance of the questions in the regular 
question box were mostly referred to the executive committee for action 
or discussion at some future time. 


THIRD DAY’S PROCEEDINGS, JULY 29. 


The meeting for the last day, July 29, was called to order at the 
usual time. The first business transacted was the hearing of the report 
of the committee on amending the by-laws. The chairman of the com- 
mittee, Mr. Goodman, reported some slight changes, recommending 
among them that the article relating to membership should be so 
amended that any company doing an industrial or monthly payment 
business, and approved by the executive committee, might become a 
member, and also a change in the article relating to the executive 
committee, so that it shall read as follows: ‘‘The executive committee 
shall consist of seven members, and to this number shall be added all 
ex-presidents of the conference who may be at the time members.”’ On 
motion, the report was adopted. 

On motion, Mr. Fibel, Mr. Forrest and Mr. Cook were appointed a 
committee to prepare a series of resolutions on the death of the late 
treasurer, D. E. Stevens. On motion, the president was authorized to 
send a letter of condolence to John J. Lentz on the recent death of 
Mrs. Lentz. 

W. De M. Hooper was then invited to address the conference on the 
question of reporting on agents. He strongly advised a more thorough 
and extensive co-operation of the companies in this regard, and, on 
motion, it was decided that the question of enlarging the information 
bureau be left to the executive committee with power to act. 

A telegram was read from the Pacific Surety of San Francisco, extend- 
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ing greetings and applying for membership in the conference. Upon 
motion, the company was elected a member. The same course was 
taken with the application of the Home Casualty of Detroit. 

The nominating committee then made its report as follows: For 
president, C. H. Boyer; vice-president, L. O. Chatfield; second vice- 
president, T. L. Thompson; secretary, L. E. Brown; treasurer, C. H. 
Brackett. 

Executive committee, Wm. H. Jones, chairman; A. E. Forrest, R. R. 
Koch, J. B. Pitcher, H. H. Shomo, H. A. Behrens and F. L. Miner. 

On motion, the secretary was instructed to cast a ballot for the 
nominees, and they were reported unanimously elected. The new presi- 
dent was then escorted to the chair and paid a graceful tribute to the 
conference for the honor conferred upon him. Short addresses were 
also made by Messrs. Chatfield, Thompson, Brackett and Wm. H. Jones, 
who responded for the executive committee. 

On motion, the question of date and location of the next meeting 
were left to the executive committee, with power to act. 

The meeting was then declared adjourned. 


ENTERTAINMENT. 


Under the able and tactful direction of Chairman R. R. Koch a fine 
programme for entertainment was provided. On Wednesday afternoon 
the guests were all taken in carriages through the beautiful so-called 
“Woods Drive,”’ visiting the various points of historical interest on the 
island, such as the British Landing, Sugar Loaf, the Arch Rock, and 
other points. In the evening of the same day a progressive euchre 
party was held, in which most of the guests participated with great 
interest and enjoyment. 

On the afternoon of the 28th a cruise was taken about the island, 
stopping at the historic city of St. Ignace and returning to the hotel 
at 6 p. m., when preparations were made for the banquet, to be held 
that evening. 

THE BANQUET. 


Under the supervision of the veteram Wm. H. Jones, who has been 
chairman of the banquet committee for many years, elaborate prepara- 
tions had been made for that function, which was held on Thursday 
evening at 8 o’clock. The menu was excellent and well served, and the 
post-prandial exercises proved to be ‘‘a feast of reason and flow of 
soul.’”’ As toastmaster, Franklin J. Moore, United States manager of 
the General Accident, had been appointed, and he fulfilled his duty to 
the great satisfaction and enjoyment of all present. The following 
were some of the guests who responded to their names when called 
upon: Mrs. H. B. Hawley, who recited two beautiful original poems; 
Mrs. Frank L. Miner, who entertained with a fine address full of 
eloquence and pathos; I. Perry Shorts, R. R. Koch, W. M. Crawford, 
A. C. Mason, R. D. Davy, whose clever character sketches were greatly 
appreciated, A. E. Forrest and H. G. B. Alexander. During the evening 
a song, called the ‘‘Detroit Conference Medley,’ which had been pre- 
pared for the occasion by Geo. W. Hatch, was sung by the assembled 
company. 

A feature of the banquet was the presentation to each of the ladies 
present of a beautiful cut-glass vase, filled with sweet peas. These 
were the personal gifts of President Fibel, who, as always, had made 
himself very popular among the fair sex. Another feature was the 
presentation to President Fibel by the ladies of a handsome and costly 
cameo-cut coral scarf pin, the presentation speech being aptly and 
wittily made by R. R. Koch. The response was made by President 
Fibel in his usual happy style. 

The following is a list of the ladies present: Mrs. Fibel, the Misses 
Searle, Miss Rothenberg, Mesdames V. D. Cliff, H. C. Farrar, C. H. 
Brackett, E. G. Robinson, W. H. Jones, T. L. Thompson, J. B. Pitcher, 
C. M. Adams, E. C. Budlong, I. P. Shorts, L. E. Brown, C. H. Boyer, 
F. L. Miner, S. M. Means and C. W. Ray. 





Accident or Suicide ? 


In the case of Ira Griffith Rawn, president of the Monon Railroad 
Company, whose death by shooting occurred recently in Chicago, the 
coroner’s jury, on Friday last, returned the following peculiar verdict: 


We, the jurors, sworn on oath to inquire into the death of Ira G. 
Rawn, at his home, in Winnetka, on July 20, find that he came to his 
death at 1.20 o’clock on the morning of July 20 from shock and hemor- 
rhage, caused by a bullet from his own revolver, fired by his own hand, 
but whether this was accidental or with suicidal intent this jury is 
unable to determine, except that the location of the wound and the 
type of revolver render the accident theory less probable. 


It ig understood that the jury were divided in opinion as to whether 
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death was suicidal or the result of an accident, and finally agreed upon 
the compromise verdict. 

Mr. Rawn carried $110,000 or more of accident insurance, and the 
companies will require his widow to prove in court that the pistol shot 
that killed him was not self-inflicted. His name has been prominently 
mentioned in connection with stupenduous frauds perpetrated in his 
department when he was an officer of the Illinois Central Railroad. 
Legal proceedings relating to these frauds are now pending, and Mr. 
Rawn had been summoned as a witness. Other railroad officials de- 
clined to testify before the coroner’s jury on the ground that their 
evidence would tend to embarrass the litigation. Mr. Rawn’s insurance 
was distributed as follows: Continental Casualty, $5,000, February 17, 
1907; General Accident, $5,000, March 16, 1909; General Accident, $5,000, 
April 21, 1906; Travelers, $10,000, September 28, 1908; Maryland Casualty, 
$10,000, April 1, 1910; Casualty Company of America, $25,000, May 22, 
1909; Maryland Casualty, $10,000, May 22, 1909; Employers Liability, 
$10,000, May 2, 1909; London Guarantee, $5,000, May 22, 1909; London 
Guarantee, $5,000, December 3, 1909; London Guarantee, $5,000, February 
21, 1909; Pacific Mutual, $10,000, February 6, 1910; Standard Accident, 
$5,000, December 2, 1909. 





Car Accident Increase. 

The report of the Public Service Commission for the month of June 
shows more accidents and more of a serious nature than for the same 
month in 1909, but the record is not up to that of 1908. The total 
number of accidents in June was 5086, as compared with 4883 and 
5739 respectively in the corresponding month in 1909 and 1908. The 
number of seriously injured was 259, as compared with 211 last year and 
302 in 1908. 





Southwestern Casualty Company. 


Edward J. Tousey, formerly of the American Liability of Cincinnati, 
now with the Southwestern Casualty of San Antonio, Texas, reports that 
the organization of that company is progressing rapidly and that 
$90,000 of the stock has been subscribed for in the last ten days. The 
secretary and treasurer of the company is Frederic Terrell, a bank 
president, and many of the directors are prominent financially in their 
section. 





Liability Men Meet. 

The two meetings of liability insurance officials, held in New York 
last week, resulted in little beyond the appointment of a subcommittee 
consisting of the Actna and Travelers, to meet in Hartford and secure 
additional statistics on the at present much-vexed question of liability 
rates. 





Liability Underwriters Busy. 

While the liability men are all very busy on the rate problem, Presi- 
dent Lott of the United States Casualty Company has taken up the 
task of informing policyholders of the conditions about to ensue on 
September 1 through the following letter: 

“To New York State Liability Policyholders of the United States 

Casualty Company: 

“On September 1, 1910, two new laws will go into effect which will 
materially affect employers and others in the State of New York. The 
liability insurance policies you are carrying provide indemnity against 
‘damages’ arising from accidents, whereas after September 1 you may 
become liable for ‘compensation’ in connection with accidents. 

“Broadly speaking, ‘damages’ means the award (after the accident) 
of a court and jury in favor of the injured party against the party at 
fault, while ‘compensation’ is fixed (by the new law) in advance of the 
accident and (practically) irrespective of who is at fault. No liability 
insurance policy against ‘damages’ (no matter by what company issued) 
covers the insured’s liability for ‘compensation,’ unless the policy 
specifically provides for such coverage. Your policies protect you 
against your increased liability for ‘damages’ after September 1, but 
do not cover liability for ‘compensation.’ 

“It seems fair and proper to give you this notice, that you may be 
duly informed, and that you may provide yourself (after September 1) 
with protection against this new and additional liability—if you so 
desire. (All your present liability for ‘damages’ will remain after Sep- 
tember 1, while one of the new laws will on that date remove sub- 
stantially all the defenses heretofore accorded employers, and on that 
date the other new law may add thereto liability for ‘compensation’.) 

“Your further liaility for ‘compensation’ under the new law may be 
covered by specific insurance which we will issue under suitable condi- 
tions and at reasonable premium rates. We respectfully suggest that 
you communicate with your insurance broker, requesting him to negoti- 
ate with us for any special protection you may desire,” 








Fire Insurance 


Casualty Notes. 


—The Pennsylvania Casualty Company has elected foriner Assistant Secretary 
George F. Coar secretary. 


—Chas. H. Fletcher, formerly Deputy Insurance Commissioner of Massachu- 
setts, is now comptroller of the Massachusetts Bonding and Insurance. 


—The Empire State Surety has discontinued writing casualty business in 
Illinois, though it will continue to operate its fidelity and surety branches there. 


—tThe Inter-State Casualty Company of Birmingham, Ala., has been admitted 
to Florida. Horton & Watson of Pensacola have secured the agency for that 
State. 


—The National Live Stock Insurance Company of Indianapolis has been given 
a license to operate in Louisiana. This is the second company of this character 
in the State. 


—The New York Plate Glass Insurance Company has reinsured the entire 
plate glass line of the Empire State Surety. This arrangement went into effect 
Monday, August 1. 


—Edward S. Cornell, secretary of the National Highways Protective Society, 
has furnished statistics which show 153 injuries and 18 deaths as results of 
accidents in the streets of Greater New York during July. 

—Two excellent opportunities are open to the right parties with a new and 
growing company in the West as insurance manager and stock sales manager 
respectively, as advertised in another column of this issue. 


—The Mississippi Casualty and Surety Insurance Company, domiciled at 
Meridian, Miss., with a capital stock of $100,000, has been admitted to do busi- 
ness in Mississippi. Some of the most substantial business men of Meridian are 
in the company. 


—The accident companies in which Ira G. Rawn of Chicago was insured de- 
mand proof that he did not commit suicide. He paid an annual premium of 
$5750 on policies calling for $131,500, making him the heaviest carrier of acci- 
dent insurance in Chicago. 


—The Globe Surety Company of Kansas City (Mo.) was licensed on July 26 
to do fidelity and surety business, as well as casualty. The company has paid- 
up capital of $500,000 and $100,000 surplus. Thos. M. Walker is president and 
W. F. Kemper treasurer. 

—The statement of the Citizens Trust and Guaranty Company of Parkersburg, 
W. Va., as of June 30, shows assets of $641,377, capital stock fully paid in of 
$400,000, a dividend declared of $8000, surplus of $100,000, and other items 
evidencing a satisfactory financial condition. 


—The United States Casualty Company, owing to the friction engendered by 
the suit of the Casualty Company of America for $6000 as its share of a risk 
on the life of Henry C. Elliott of Chicago, who was killed while mining in 
Alaska, has canceled all business relations with that company. 





Surety Notes. 


—The fidelity and surety department of the Maryland Casualty Company is 
now weil started. D. H. Hepburn, Jr., is superintendent of the contract section, 
H. E. McClellan of the fidelity section and R. M. Ross of the judicial section. 


—The Surety Underwriters Association of New York City had a spirited 
meeting Tuesday when cases of alleged rebating in Brooklyn were under con- 
sideration. The representatives of the accused companies promised to investi- 
gate the charges and report at the next meeting. 


—The Empire State Surety has appointed the Eugene Church Company of 
Tacoma, Wash., its representatives as Northwestern managers for Washington 
and Oregon, succeeding J. A. Kennard & Co. of Seattle. 


—Treasurer Ralph B. Denny and Auditor Irving Hollender of the American 
Fidelity Company were in New York Tuesday attending to the establishment of 
a branch office under the management of Elmer J. Hopper and Wm. F. Whelan, 
replacing the general agency heretofore conducted by J. G. Cloud. 





TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION, 





—The General Fire of Paris has entered Pennsylvania. 
—The Western States Life of San Francisco has been licensed in Washington. 


—Willcox, Peck & Hughes of New York have acquired the “charter” of the 
New York Commercial Underwriters. 


—The Continental will amend its charter to accept the privileges granted 
under the new law of New York. 


—Elsewhere in this issue a company offers exceptional opportunities to a 
high-class man who can secure and superintend agents in selling securities. 


—Governor Campbell of Texas has appointed Fred C. Von Rosenberg of 
Austin to succeed W. E. Hawkins as Commissioner of Insurance and Banking. 


—Samuel B. Brewster and Fred S. Tompkins of Newark, N. J., have estab- 
lished a general insurance agency at 45 Clinton street, under the title of the 
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Brewster-Tompkins Company, and will represent strong companies writing fire 
and casualty insurance and fidelity and surety bonds. 


—One of our contemporaries last week printed the following statement under 
the heading “Propose General Liability.” “The stock selling will be in charge 
of A. P. Cornelius, who had charge of the stock selling of the American Liability 
of Cincinnati, which was recently launched.” The selling agents of the Ameri- 
can Liability since its organization have been Pitman, Tousey & Brookfield. 


—The Norfolk Fire of Norfolk, Va., announces the termination of its general 
agency arrangement with the American Agency Company of Baltimore, covering 
Maryland and West Virginia, from July 31. The company’s business in these 
States has been very gratifying; but as the company desires to handle as much 
of its business as possible under home office supervision, it has made the change 
noted and has appointed L. I. McKay as special agent for the two States named 
and for Virginia. 


—At the fourth biennial meeting of the Supreme Council of the Order of 
Unity, recently held in Pittsburg, practically the same executive officers were 
chosen to serve for the coming two years. George Alexander, banker, of 
Paris, Ky., and Hon. Henry I. Wilson, attorney, of Big Run, Pa., were added 
to the Supreme advisory board. William M. Clemans, sheriff, of Wheeling, 
W. Va., A. S. Fisher of Altoona, Pa., and Hon. John P. Moore of Knoxville, 
Pa., were appointed members of the finance committee by President Marshall. 
Senator Arthur G. Dewalt of Allentown, Pa., was reappointed chairman of the 
committee on laws. The order has removed its offices to 233 Oliver avenue, 
corner Wood street, having secured a most desirable suite of rooms for a term 
of years. 





REPORT OF FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 





First National, Harrisburg. cial statement as of December 31, 1909, 
: shows the following condition: 
The First National Fire of Harris- 


burg, Pa., is in process of formation by Assets, DrcemBer $1, 1909. 





Charles S. Barker, Brooklyn . Y., Stockholders’ notes ........ $972,000 
agent of the Agricultural of Water- Bonds and securities........ 457,877 
town. The company is to have a Real estate owned.......... 94,202 
tal of $500,000 and a surplus of $500,- Cash in office and bank...... 68,185 
000. The Fire Securities Company of Due from agents and other 
New York has been incorporated with Ce, a pre re 129,278 
a capital of $1,000,000 to finance the Other assets ..............- 2,160 
First National Fire. —_——- 
—nye Total assets .......... - $1,718,702 
Medway, Norwich. LIABILITIES, DECEMBER 31, 1909. 
Y Unpaid losses ........ «eee. 68, 972 
The Medway Insurance Company, Reinsurance reserve ....... 124,938 
Ltd., of Norwich, England, has ap- Unpaid commissions ae 
ointed Marsh & McLennan of New Unpaid taxes, dividends and , 
York and Chicago its United States interest . 1,549 
representatives for surplus lines. The pye agents and other com- ‘ 
ee was — = oe Ao SIE. xecek cain came’ 94,766 
an authorize capital o A . Ndi 
£47,527 of which is stated to. have Mortgage on building....... 25,978 
been issued and fully paid up. Total liabilities, except 
ee a rere $314,208 
Natlonal, Paris. Capital ($108,000 paid up).. 1,080,000 
The National Fire Insurance Com- Profit balance ............. 319,494 
pany of Paris, France, has decided to eee 
ormally enter the United States, mak- WOU: 25 cusreuwieercanss $1,713,702 


ing the statutory deposit in Rhode 
Island. Starkweather & Shepley have 
been appointed its general managers for 
the nited States, and the Rhode 
Island Hospital Trust Company of 
Providence its United States trustee. 
The National Fire will operate gener- 
ally throughout the United tates 
where it is deemed advisable to enter. 





Omnium, London. 


The Omnium Insurance Corporation, 
Ltd., of London, England, is writing 
some surplus line business in this 
country through J. S. Frelinghuysen. 
The company was incorporated in 1909 
with an authorized capital of £1,000,- 
000, £200,023 of which has been sub- 
scribed and £100,011 paid up. 


Nye Danske, Copenhagen 


This company transacts a surplus line 
business in the United States through 
Hall & Henshaw, New York. Its finan- 





Phenix, Dover. 


The Phenix Insurance Company of 
Dover, Del., has been incorporated 
under the mutual insurance laws of 
Delaware. Its executive offices are 
stated to be at 141 Broadway, New 
York City, and its policies are under- 
stood to be offered through the Na- 
tional Fire Insurance Agency, formerly 
known as the R. Frederic Brennen 
gale 132 Nassau Street, New 

ork. 





Tyoda, Toklo. 


It is understood that D. C. Schupp & 
Co., of 159 La Salle Street, Chicago, 
have made arrangements to represent 
the Tyoda Fire, Marine & Transport In- 
surance Company of Tokio, Japan, for 
surplus lines in this country. A de- 
posit of $5000 in some national bank 
in this country is to made, and the 
first $5000 in premiums is to be de- 
posited, making a $10,000 guarantee. 
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